BIEN General Assembly

Toronto 2026

EC proposal to change one criterion for affiliation to BIEN

EC proposes to change the sixth article of the list of criteria for affiliation to BIEN, which currently
reads as follows:

(BIEN is willing to affiliate organizations that have the following characteristics: ...)

“Organizations that are focused solely on Basic Income and not committed to any broader
programme or wider agenda (even if Basic Income is a central aspect of that agenda). Therefore, the
organization is open to membership of people with different opinions about whether and how Basic
Income should fit into broader programmes.”

to the following wording:

“Organizations that have Basic Income as a central aspect of their agenda.”

Rationale:

The UBI landscape is very different in 2026 from what it was in 1986. Several institutions of high
reputation have emerged that do have Basic Income as a central aspect of their agenda, yet have a
wider range of topics. Also a lot of networks now exist to which the same aspect applies. BIEN EC
sees a need to enable BIEN to accept some of those entities as affiliates, especially if they expressly
show interest in becoming an affiliate of BIEN’s, and the affiliation is mutually benefitting both BIEN
and the admitted organization.

Since the current wording would hinder BIEN to welcome such organizations as affiliates, BIEN EC
brings this motion before the GA as the decision-making body in charge. By this change, BIEN will
keep the well-reasoned practice in place to routinely exclude organizations such as political parties
that have some version of UBI as one of its hundreds of policy proposals and routinely admit
“ecumenical” networks that are simply replicas of BIEN within national borders. Yet we make room
for the EC to negotiate with organizations that are somewhere in-between these descriptions.

Since any affiliation must be formally adopted by the GA, BIEN’s membership will continue to
exercise its judgement with several criteria in mind. For example, a commitment to BIEN’s
constitutional purposes as one of the affiliate’s main purposes will definitely be considered a
necessary condition.



FYI

If EC’s motion carries, the paragraph on BIEN’s website on becoming an affiliated organization will
read as follows:

“BIEN is willing to affiliate organizations with the same aim as itself:

To educate the general public about Basic Income, that is a periodic, unconditional cash payment
delivered to all on an individual basis, without means test or behavioural requirement; to serve as a
link between the individuals and groups committed to, or interested in, Basic Income; to stimulate
and disseminate research about Basic Income; and to foster informed public discussion on Basic
Income throughout the world.

An affiliated organization needs to

be not-for-profit

have regular activities

have a constitution with a clear decision-making structure *

promote debate on Basic Income, and not only on particular Basic Income schemes or funding
methods

have Basic Income as a central aspect of its agenda

not be affiliated in any way with a political party, religious organization, a corporation, etc.
refrain from imposing any ideological criterion on members other than interest in Basic Income (A
basic commitment to human decency, truth, justice, non-criminality, etc. is assumed of course)
refrain from causing any form of reputational damage to BIEN, and not to be affiliated to any
organization that might cause reputational damage to BIEN

welcome the involvement of everyone interested in Basic Income

keep in contact with BIEN’s Executive Committee

(* Two methods for selecting the decision-making body are acceptable: selection of new members of
the decision-making body by existing members of it, or election of members of the decision-making
body by a wider organizational membership.)”



