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1. Introduction  
  
The Basic Income Earth Network (BIEN) along 70 of its affiliates and partners from 33 countries 
endorsing this submission, has the pleasure to submit the below inputs for the report “Roadmap 
for the Eradication of Extreme Poverty Beyond Growth”. The present submission is based on the 
recognition that extreme poverty is a reality that is unnecessary and manmade and therefore can 
and should be eradicated.   
  
BIEN is the largest, oldest and most wide-reaching global network of researchers, advocates and 
policymakers engaged with Basic Income as an emerging policy tool with multidimensional 
developmental impact. Basic Income (BI) is defined as a periodic cash payment unconditionally 
delivered to all usual residents in a given territory on an individual basis, without means-test or 
work requirement (BIEN). We have solid and far-reaching evidence indicating that unconditional, 
individual and universal cash can be transformational for individuals and communities. Based on 
this evidence we submit inputs for the Roadmap, presenting how a Basic Income can be a simple 
and flexible socio-economic policy instrument contributing to the goal of ending poverty. This is 
an innovative proposition in that it places individual and community well-being at the center of 
policy considerations, with economic growth a vector for prosperity rather than its primary goal. 
Our submission has a developmental focus and speaks mostly to contexts with a weak social 
protection system.  
  
We highly value previous reports from the Office of the Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty 
consistently highlighting the relevance of Basic Income for this mandate. We propose below policy 
actions for different development contexts that we trust can help operationalize the promises of 
Basic Income schemes for more just societies.   
 

2. Perpetual poverty and the impact of unconditional cash  
 
The principle of Leaving No One Behind remains relevant today as 8.4 per cent of the world 
population live below the international poverty line, with decreases in global poverty levels still 
below the desired 2030 targets (A/HRC/56/61). Yet we know the factors perpetuating poverty - 
fundamentally, exclusion from full access to rights and resources that translates into material and 
social deprivation (Tilly 2017). Poverty is thus structural and systemic, with impacts that are both 
deleterious and cyclical – poverty's impacts, like ill-health and limited education, also lead to 
further poverty (A/76/150).  
 
Against this backdrop, global evidence clearly shows that the provision of regular, unconditional 
and individual cash is an effective tool for addressing poverty and deprivation. This has been 
showcased through the rich, global evidence base of cash transfer programs (see for example 
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Bastagli et al. 2016; Give Directly research on cash transfers) and in studies of Basic Income 
schemes (Davala et al, 2015; Haarmann et al.,, 2009; Haarmann et al.,, 2019; Standing, 2008; Give 
Directly research on Basic Income; Balakrishnan et al., 2024; De Wispelaere, Farías, 2023). 
Consistently, across contexts, individuals are found to spend unconditional cash first on meeting 
their most immediate needs for food and shelter, thereby improving their health; spending on 
education follows. Once individuals address their basic material security, they invest in income 
generating assets, thereby improving their livelihoods. For this reason, Basic Income pilots have 
shown a significant increase in self-account work, thereby breaking the cycle of poverty. Cash’s 
transformational and empowering impact rests on its ability to enhance recipient dignity. Targeted 
and conditional anti-poverty schemes are widely recognised as stigmatising and abusive (Standing, 
2017); by contrast, unconditional cash meets needs for recognition, respect, and autonomy.  
 

3. The potential of Basic Income for the five policy areas of interest  
 

• Policy area 1: Access to social protection and services  
 
Universal Basic Income to Leave No One Behind 
 
Against growing insecurities of our societies and as we consider adaptive systems that help us 
move towards universal social protection, a Basic Income scheme can be an innovative solution 
for an inclusive social policy (Bashur, 2024). Being unconditional and universally distributed to 
the person, a Basic Income, by definition, embodies the principle of Leaving No One Behind and 
can help achieve social protection for all. It can be a means to expand social protection to hard-to-
reach individuals, including those in the informal sector. In the same vein, it can also do away with 
the poverty and precarity traps characterising current means-tested and conditional benefit 
systems, which discourage people from taking certain jobs because they will be financially 
penalized. Current social protection systems can thereby inadvertently discourage people from 
entering the formal labour market, pushing them into the informal market (Standing, 2017). It has 
also been shown how economic insecurity increases people’s stress, making them more cautious 
and less entrepreneurial, with effects that can travel across social networks (Standing, 2015). 
Practically speaking, a Basic Income will ensure basic economic security, enabling individuals 
and households to cope with and withstand shocks, with broader ramifications for the entire 
community (Standing, 2015). 
 
Analysis of unconditional cash transfer programs (Bashur, 2025; Bashur, Mathur (forthcoming); 
Grisolia et al, 2024) and Basic Income pilots (Davala et al, 2015; Haarmann et al., 2009; Haarmann 
et al., 2019) demonstrates that cash can reinforce social cohesion and social capital, particularly if 
it is distributed universally. Furthermore, there is some evidence that unconditional cash can 
strengthen trust in institutions: it signifies to recipients that they matter and are trusted by 
responsive authorities, who are perceived in turn as acting in recipient’s best interests (Bashur 
2023; Drucza, 2006; de Andrade et al., 2021; Kangas et al., 2021). Trust in institutions is also 
likely to increase under Basic Income conditions as universal and direct distribution of cash 
support will remove the institutional bottlenecks so conducive to corruption. This potential for 
strengthened social cohesion can be significant given the established agreement as to social 
cohesion’s importance for more effective development policies (See development scholars such 
as Easterly, Ritzan and Woolcock, 2006; Foa, 2011; Valenti and Giovannoni, 2013; and 
international organisations including World Bank, 2018; OECD 2011; Club de Madrid, 2011).  
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• Policy area 2: Labour policies and the care economy  
 

Basic Income as means to institutionalize and value care work 
 
In one measure, unpaid care work such as childcare, healthcare and cleaning services would, if 
remunerated at a minimum hourly rate, represent 9 percent of global GDP (A/HRC/56/61). Yet as 
this is largely unaccounted for in standard measures of economic productivity, “a systemic transfer 
of hidden subsidies to the rest of the economy [is] unrecognized” (Antonopoulos, 2009, p.2). Since 
care work is primarily a task assigned to women, this transfer can be understood as an expression 
of patriarchal inequality (Antonopoulos, 2009). One of the more attractive elements of Basic 
Income proposals is precisely their potential to support a push back against this inequality, 
particularly if accompanied by policies such as free childcare and shared parental leave (Zelleke, 
2008, Weeks 2011). There are two mechanisms through which it is thought that this will happen. 
First, given that, in contemporary societies, money signifies social status, it is thought that 
uncoupling the receipt of money from the receipt of wages will lift the status of (historically un-
remunerated) reproductive work. Second, un-coupling economic security from paid labour should 
reduce the costs associated with taking time away from the labour market, such as when focusing 
on care. If accompanied by policies that incentivise shared parental leave, this should see a more 
equitable distribution of care work between men and women emerge (Van Parijs, 2001). It could 
also help the transition towards a care economy through promoting the idea that “all citizens have 
responsibilities and obligations outside the sphere of paid employment” (Zelleke, 2008, p.7) - the 
‘universal caretaker’ model of citizenship. In addition, it could open space for more and more 
people to manage their time differently by engaging in work they deem important, such as socially 
valuable care and volunteer work (Miller et al., 2023). And of course, such a policy can protect 
single parents and their children from poverty by being provided to care providers and its recipients 
alike (Zelleke, 2008; Miller et al., 2019).  
 

• Policy area 3: Economic systems transformation  
 

A Basic Income for a more equitable economic redistribution 
 
Evidence from Basic Income pilots has shown that Basic Income supports major steps forward 
towards the SDGs, with evidence of rapid improvements in at least 7 out of the 17 SDGs (Bashur, 
2024). The flexibility of unconditional cash renders this possible: consistently, across contexts 
where a Basic Income has been tested, beneficiaries first choose to meet their basic needs by 
spending on food, shelter and education. Once beneficiaries realize they can meet their basic needs 
over time and thereby gain a minimum level of basic material security, they start investing in 
income-generating assets, thereby improving their livelihood, driving development gains. 
Subsequently, as Basic Income is given to all, evidence suggests that it opens pathways for 
collective community action and joint investments. As a result, Basic Income has been shown to 
strengthen social cohesion within the communities in which it has been piloted (as shown in pilots 
in Madhya Pradesh (Davala et al, 2015); informal settlements of Hyderabad (Bashur et al., 
forthcoming); a village in Namibia (Haarmann et al, 2009, 2019)). Significantly, Basic Income 
schemes have registered high efficiency levels (Standing, 2017). Multiplier effects of between 1.8 
and 2.6 times have been accounted for: as cash changes hands within the community, it generates 
up to 2.6 times its value, indicating that it can, for one, fund itself, while generating a value added 
for the local economy (Egger et al., 2022; Bashur, 2023).   
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This mechanism highlights how a simple policy can lift individuals from deprivation. This 
mechanism stands in contrast to the dominant approach to social security whereby the road to 
prosperity necessarily straddles an increase in aggregate economic output. In this case, rather than 
the economic production unit, the starting point is the individual and his or her basic material 
security. The latter is guaranteed by investing in the person through the provision of a Basic 
Income. The change in paradigm here requires a shift from an economic system that prioritizes 
profits to one that prioritizes personal and community well-being, in line with what has been 
termed the social and solidarity economy (Yi et al., 2023). Importantly, under such a paradigm, 
there is ample reason to believe that Basic Income recipients will choose more pro-social, less 
carbon intensive activities, which could help shift social and economic activity in the direction of 
what is environmentally feasible, desirable, and sustainable and away from ‘what is unnecessary 
or even toxic’ (A/HRC/56/61). Here, economic activity and production are a vector for prosperity, 
rather than its end goal.  
 

• Policy Area 4: Climate, environment and resources  
 
Basic Income is increasingly linked to a range of climate policy outcomes (see for example 
Memorandum 2024). Indeed, it has relevant application across the Paris Agreement’s provisions 
on mitigation, adaptation and loss and damage, with significant potential to facilitate a just 
transition, support conservation and biodiversity goals towards climate justice.  
 
There is growing evidence that providing direct, unconditional payments to communities on the 
frontlines of the climate crisis can aid adaptation and build resilience, while also enhancing 
conservation and biodiversity efforts, offering an alternative to problematic carbon credit systems 
(Fletcher & Büscher, 2020). For example, since 2022, the NGO Cool Earth has been providing a 
Conservation Basic Income to entire communities in Peru. Positive trends are emerging not only 
around poverty and livelihoods but also environmental protection (Cool Earth, 2024). Often, 
financial resources prevent these communities from retaining land, halting the advance of energy, 
logging, mining, and other extractive industries. Basic Income is changing this. 
 
Given its universal, individual and unconditional modalities, BI starts from a position of 
recognising rights and providing direct support to those who need it most, without the risk of 
falling through bureaucratic gaps or relying on trickle-down economic principles. It can therefore 
help us conceptualise a more inclusive just transition, one in which women, youth, rural and 
indigenous communities, and other marginalised groups, are included. This is in contrast to many 
mainstream just transition policy initiatives which often prioritise workers in the global north, and 
are predicated on the promise of ‘green growth’. BI instead offers an opportunity to address the 
increased demand for social security, breaking reliance on extractive growth for personal incomes.  
 
A Basic Income can be a powerful tool to address the political feasibility of energy price reforms. 
In many cases new levies on fossil fuels have resulted in popular protests, as in Canada, France 
and Ecuador (The Conversation, 2019; Lawhon & McCreary, 2020). However, energy reforms 
and innovative policies in California, Iran and Austria, which have included a redistributive 
element such as cash or tax credits, have generally been better received by the public (World 
Economic Forum, 2017; European Commission, 2023; PPI California, 2023). 
 
There is evidence that a Basic Income can promote greener consumption, for example in India, 
where households were more likely to purchase cleaner, safer cooking fuels (UBI Data). And in 
communities most impacted by climate-induced disasters, basic-income type policies have led the 
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way in delivering fast and efficient support to help people recover and rebuild, including the 2600 
Malawian families who received $750 from NGO Give Directly in the aftermath of Cyclone 
Freddy (Give Directly, 2024). Basic Income can therefore be a powerful tool to operationalise 
commitments under the UNFCCC’s newly-established Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage 
(FRLD), ensuring essential cash resources reach those who need them most. 

 
• Policy Area 5: Trade, finance, debt and global solidarity 

 
The importance of international cooperation as an enabler of more inclusive societies cannot be 
highlighted enough in this context. Basic Income has been on the radar of many international 
organisations. In a panel organised in 2021 by the Basic Income Earth Network, UNDP, ILO, 
UNIDO, UNESCO, UN-ESCWA, UN-ECLAC, the IMF and the World Bank spoke in favour of 
this tool. UNDP issued a report in response to the global COVID-19 challenges presenting possible 
funding schemes for a BI in 132 countries. The UN Secretary-General in his 2023 landmark 
initiative, the New Agenda for Peace, recommends Basic Income as an emerging tool for conflict 
prevention promoting resilience and social cohesion, whilst also breaking cycles of violence. And 
BIEN's submission to the 2025 Review of the UN Peacebuilding Architecture (BIEN, 2024), which 
garnered support from 125 organisations from 46 countries, highlights the applicability of BI as a 
Peacebuilding tool.  
 
One way for implementing a Basic Income is embedding this instrument in traditional 
development, reconstruction, and peacebuilding efforts. A Basic Income can in fact make 
development programs more cost-effective: as individuals eat better, have better shelter, are 
healthier, attend school more regularly as shown in Basic Income pilots, investments in education, 
the health sector and other services will have a greater impact given equal amount of investment.  
 
Other financing mechanisms include a redistributive financing model combined with an element 
of revenue from energy reforms (i.e. carbon taxes and related levies) as well as distributing 
proceeds from natural sustainable resource extraction in the form of a Basic Income (Ferguson, 
2015; Moss, 2012). The Brazilian town of Marica showcases an innovative pilot for such a set-up 
(Balakrishnan et al., 2024). Further routes to funding climate finance can be in the form of 
redirecting subsidies from fossil fuel, fishing, and agriculture, while taxing deforestation, fuel, and 
frequent flying, or with the issue and proportionate global distribution of Special Drawing Rights.  
 
For example, Equal Right has outlined a ‘Cap and Share’ policy, with modelling suggesting it 
could raise upwards of $5 trillion annually for climate finance, including a modest Basic 
Income for all citizens of the world of at least $30 a month (Equal Right, 2023). Under Cap 
and Share, a carbon charge of $135 per tonne of CO2 would be applied to all global fossil fuel 
extraction, which would occur within a ‘cap’ or limit on the total amount allowed to be 
extracted. The revenues would be put into a ‘Global Commons Fund’, which would invest in 
the green transition and pay out a global BI, with the level of BI increasing in line with the 
fund's performance.  
 
Under Equal Right’s modelling, this fund could also be supplemented with revenues from new 
international taxation on wealth and financial transactions, which would tackle global 
inequality and raise up to $9tn (Equal Right, 2024). Crucially, unlike most similar proposals 
on wealth and carbon taxes, the introduction of the fund in Equal Right’s proposals offers a 
sustainable financing mechanism designed to maintain a Basic Income beyond the inevitably 
diminishing revenues from the initial tax base (i.e. carbon extraction or accumulated wealth).  
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The creation of a local digital currency has also been advanced as a possible funding 
mechanism in partnership with national governments or for municipalities independently 
(Bashur, 2022).  
 
 

4. Conclusion   
  
As set out in the UN Secretary-General’s Our Common Agenda, we are at an inflection point in 
history where humanity faces stark and urgent need for a breakthrough away from perpetual crises 
and towards a peaceful future for our people and planet. We believe our overall insufficient 
progress towards the 2030 Agenda calls for innovative thinking and expanding our toolbox.  
 
The broad interest in Basic Income at the highest policy-making levels of the UN and the solid 
global evidence of this emerging and transformative tool reflect the potential of Basic Income as 
part of the toolbox to promote a new socio-ecologic order beyond growth. Hence, there is a strong 
case for developing Basic Income schemes to complement traditional development efforts. The 
design of Basic Income policies will inevitably be context-specific, answering local priorities for 
an equitable transition toward more just societies. Starting with a pilot location is advisable to 
assess what, if any, complementary policies will be needed for the realization of the 
transformational effect of Basic Income. For this, and in line with the Special Rapporteur’s 
suggestion for an “[a]ppropriate sequencing and coordination of the transition at multiple levels of 
governance” (A/HRC/56/61, p.18), a sequenced approach to a Basic Income scheme can be 
advisable in certain settings. The Basic Income Earth Network, harnessing unique international 
expertise on Basic Income pilots remains available for any consultations and can provide technical 
support to develop and implement such BI schemes.  
 
Please refer to the matrixes in the annex for policy recommendations in different country contexts.   
 
 
 

 

  



 7 

References 
 
A/HRC/56/61. “Eradicating poverty beyond growth” – Report of the Special Rapporteur on 
extreme poverty and human rights, Olivier De Schutter. 01 May 2024.  
 
A/76/150. “The persistence of poverty: how real equality can break the vicious cycles” - Report of 
the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, Olivier De Schutter. 19 July 2021 
 
Antonopoulos, R. 2009. The unpaid care work: paid work connection. International Labour 
Organization. Policy Integration Department, Geneva. Working paper no 86. 
https://ilo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay/alma994274043402676/41ILO_INST:4
1ILO_V2  
 
Balakrishnan, S., Costa, R., Haushofer, J., Waltenberg, F., 2024. Welfare Effects of a Permanent 
Unconditional Cash Transfer Program: Evidence from Maricá, Brazil. National Bureau of 
Economic Research (NBER), working Paper 33089. DOI 10.3386/w33089 
 
Bashur, D., 2022. Basic Income: a tool for peacebuilding? Presentation at DappCon, a crypto 
currency conference. 14 September 2022. Berlin. Available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RzT8dnNo42g  
 
Bashur, D., 2023. Basic Income for Development and Peacebuilding, in The Palgrave International 
Handbook of Basic Income, Ed. Torry, M., 2nd Edition, Chapter 10, pp. 199-222, Palgrave 
Macmillan. 
 
Bashur, D. 2024. Basic Income as an innovative social protection tool. Socialprotection.org.  
 
Bashur, D., 2025 (forthcoming). How does targeted cash affect social cohesion in post- 
conflict settings? A structured review. Journal of Peacebuilding and Development.  
 
Bashur, D., Mathur, V. (forthcoming). Basic Income and social cohesion in fragile contexts: 
impact assessment of the Basic Income pilot in the slums of Hyderabad.   
 
Bastagli, F., Hagen-Zanker, J., Harman, L., Barca, V., Sturge, G., Schmidt, T., & Pellerano, L. 
2016. Cash transfers: what does the evidence say? A rigorous review of programme impact and 
the role of design and implementation features. London: Overseas Development Institute (ODI). 
 
BIEN. “About Basic Income”, Basic Income Earth Network: https://basicincome.org/about-basic-
income/  
 
BIEN, 2024. BIEN's submission to the 2025 Review of the UN Peacebuilding Architecture. 
Available at: https://basicincome.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/09/PBSO_Proposal_basicIncome_UpdatedSeptember2024-1.pdf 
  
Club de Madrid, 2011. The Shared Societies Project  -Democratic Leadership for Dialogue, 
Diversity & Social Cohesion - Building a World Safe for Difference. 
https://clubmadrid.org/sspblog/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/The-Economics-of-Shared-
Societies-Publication.pdf  
 



 8 

Cool Earth, Basic Income Pilot: One Year One, November 2024. 
https://www.coolearth.org/news/basic-income-pilot-one-year-on/  
 
Davala, S., Jhabvala, R., Kapoor Mehta, S. & Standing, G., 2015. Basic Income: A Transformative 
Policy for India. London, New Delhi, New York, Sydney: Bloomsbury Academic. 
 
de Andrade, L. H. A, Ylikännö, M., Kangas, O., 2021. "Increased Trust in the Finnish UBI 
Experiment – Is the Secret Universalism or Less Bureaucracy?" Basic Income Studies, 17(1), pp. 
95-115. https://doi.org/10.1515/bis-2021-0004 
 
 
De Wispelaere, J., Farías, C., 2023. Basic Income: conceptual elements and discussion. In “Income 
support and social protection in Latin America and the Caribbean Debates on policy options”, 
Garcia, S. R., Farías, C., Robles, C., Coordinators. ECLAC. Project document.  
 
Drucza, K., 2006. Social inclusion and social protection in Nepal. School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Deakin University. 
 
Easterly, W., Ritzen, J. and Woolcock, M., 2006. Social cohesion, institutions and growth. 
Economics & Politics, 18, pp. 103-120. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0343.2006.00165.x 
 
Egger. D., Haushofer, J., Miguel, E., Niehaus, P., Walker, M., 2022. General equilibrium effects 
of cash transfers: experimental evidence from Kenya. Econometrica, 90, pp. 2603-2643. 
 
Equal Right, Climate Justice without Borders, 2023. Available at: 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/66c8a7c370ace0617935b106/t/672e117998627417c67f
56de/1731072381860/Climate+Justice+Without+Borders+-+Full+Paper.pdf 
 
Equal Right, ‘No Borders’ Tax Justice, 2024. Available at: 
https://www.equalright.org/publications#:~:text=transactions%20tax%20(FTT)-
,READ%20PAPER,-Climate%20justice%20without  
 
European Commission, 2023. ‘Commission endorses Austria's €4 billion modified recovery and 
resilience plan, including a REPowerEU chapter’, 2023. Available at: 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_5103  
 
Ferguson, J. (2015), Give a Man a Fish: Reflections on the New Politics of Distribution, Durham, 
NC, USA: Duke University Press. 
 
Foa, R. S., 2011). The Economic Rationale for Social Cohesion –The Cross-Country Evidence. 
https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.90182 
 
Give Directly, 2024. ‘Climate loss & damage as direct cash transfers: evidence from Malawi’. 
Available at: https://www.givedirectly.org/scotland_climate/  
 
Grisolia, F., Dewachter, S., & Holvoet, N., 2024, 'Shifting the focus? From individual to collective-
level effects of cash transfers: A systematic review of the impacts on social capital' in Journal of 
International Development. First published: 29 July 2024 
 
Haarmann, C. et al., 2009. Making the difference! The BIG in Namibia, s.l.: s.n. 



 9 

 
Haarmann, C., Haarmann, D., Nattrass, N., 2019. "The Namibian Basic Income Grant Pilot," 
Exploring the Basic Income Guarantee, in: Malcolm Torry (ed.), The Palgrave International 
Handbook of Basic Income, pp. 357-372, Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
 
Kangas, O., Yalikännö, M., Niemelä, M., 2021. Trust capabilities, confidence and Basic Income. 
Chapter 10 in Kangas, O., S. Jauhiainen, M. Simanainen, and M. Ylikanno, eds. 
2021. Experimenting with Unconditional Basic Income: Lessons from the Finnish BI Experiment 
2017–2018. Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar. ISBN: 978 1 83910 484 8v 
 
Lawhon, M, McCreary, T., 2020. ‘Beyond Jobs vs Environment: On the Potential of Universal 
Basic Income to Reconfigure Environmental Politics’, Antipode, 52(2), pp. 452–474. Available 
at:  https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anti.12604  
 
Memorandum, August 2024, “Basic income as a necessary component of a socio-ecological 
transformation and key element for climate justice”. https://www.grundeinkommen.de/wp-
content/uploads/2024/09/2024-08-Memorandum-Basic-Income-and-socio-ecological-
transformation-en.pdf  
 
Miller, A., Yamamori, T., Zelleke, A., 2019. The Gender Effects of a Basic Income, in The 
Palgrave International Handbook of Basic Income, Ed. Torry, M., 1st Edition, Chapter 8, pp. 133-
153, Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
Miller, A., Yamamori, T., Zelleke, A., 2023. The Gender Effects of a Basic Income, in The 
Palgrave International Handbook of Basic Income, Ed. Torry, M., 2nd Edition, Chapter 9, pp, 175-
197, Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
Moss, T. (Ed.). (2012). The Governor’s Solution: How Alaska’s Oil Dividend Could Work in Iraq 
and Other Oil-Rich Countries. Brookings Institution Press. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7864/j.ctt1gpccft  
 
New Agenda for Peace, 2023. Our Common Agenda - Policy Brief 9. A New Agenda for Peace. 
Available at: https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-new-
agenda-for-peace-en.pdf   
 
OECD, 2011. Perspectives on Global Development 2012: Social Cohesion in a Shifting World, 
OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/persp_glob_dev-2012-en 
 
Public Policy Institute of California, 2023. ‘PPIC Statewide Survey: Californians and the 
Environment’. Available at: https://www.ppic.org/event/statewide-survey-californians-and-the-
environment-july-2023/  
 
 
Standing, G., 2007. How Cash Transfers Boost Work and Economic Security, New York: UN 
DESA. 
 
Standing, G., 2008. How Cash Transfers Promote the Case for Basic Income. Basic Income 
Studies, 3(1), pp. 1-30. 
 



 10 

Standing, G., 2015. Why Basic Income’s Emancipatory Value Exceeds Its Monetary Value. Basic 
Income Studies, 10(2), 193-223 
 
Standing, G., 2017. Basic Income: And How We Can Make It Happen. s.l.:Pellican. 
 
The Conversation, 2019. ‘Fuel Protects show the risks of removing Fossil Fuel subsidies too fast’. 
Available at: https://theconversation.com/ecuadors-fuel-protests-show-the-risks-of-removing-
fossil-fuel-subsidies-too-fast-125690 
 
UBI Data, Madhya Pradesh Unconditional Cash Transfers Project (MPUCT), 
https://ubidata.io/countries/India/MADP 
 
 
Valenti, M, Giovannoni, O. G., 2013. The Economics of Inclusion: Building an Argument for a 
Shared Society. Levy Economics Institute of Bard College Working Paper No. 755, Available at 
SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2226575 
 
Weeks, K. (2011), The Problem with Work: Feminism, Marxism, Antiwork Politics and Postwork 
Imaginaries, Durham and London: Duke University Press. 
 
World Bank, 2018. Pathways for Peace: Inclusive Approaches to Preventing Violent Conflict. 
Washington, DC: World Bank. http://hdl.handle.net/10986/28337 
 
World Economic Forum, 2017. ‘Iran introduced a Basic Income scheme, and something strange 
happened”. Available at: https://www.weforum.org/stories/2017/05/iran-introduced-a-basic-
income-scheme-and-something-strange-happened/  
  
Yi, I., Farinelli, F., Landverld, R., 2023. New Economics for Sustainable Development – Social 
and Solidarity Economy. United Nations Economist Network. 
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/social_and_solidarity_economy_29_march_2023.pdf 
 
Zelleke, A., 2008. “Institutioalizing the Universal Caretaker Through a Basic Income?”, Basic 
Income Studies, 3(3).  
 
  



 11 

Annexes 
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Table 1: Matrix of policy recommendations for a low-middle income country: example Tuvalu 
Rationale for a BI pilot in Tuvalu: Tuvalu is one of the most climate-vulnerable nations in the world, 
facing existential loss from sea level rise, increased extreme weather events and water salination. It 
also faces increasing economic challenges due to loss and damage, overfishing and out-migration, 
particularly of its young people. It is also one of the world’s smallest and least populated countries, with 
just over 11,000 permanent residents. For these reasons, Tuvalu would be a promissing location to test 
a national BI programme, particularly one linked to themes of loss and damage from climate change, 
including migration. Such a policy could also help address economic and migration related issues by 
providing the BI in a local currency, only spendable within the island nation, amplifying its economic 
value. 

 

Policy 
actions 

Level of 
governance 

Time horizon 

Short-term 
(2-3 years) 

Medium-term 
(5 years) 

Long-term 
(10 years) 

Local  
(local 

government, 
NGO 

partners, 
external 
experts) 

Develop existing ‘UBI for 
Climate Justice’ pilot in 
Tuvalu, with aim of reaching 
10% of the population 
(approx 1000 people) 

Utilize learnings from pilot 
to influence nation-wide BI 
policy  

 

National  
  

Identity the cost, 
implementation 
mechanisms and funding 
sources for a national BI for 
all Tuvaluans, framed 
around concept of climate 
justice  

Work in partnership with 
external donors including 
philanthropy, bilateral aid 
agencies and multilateral 
institutions to establish 
funding for national BI 
  

Tuvalu is providing a 
BI to all citizens and 
is sustainably 
financed for future 
generations, for 
example through the 
establishment of a 
national wealth fund  

Regional  
(South 
Pacific 

nations, 
SIDS, Japan, 

Australia, 
New 

Zealand)  

Explore the potential of 
scaling a BI for climate 
justice to other SIDS in the 
region, and how high 
income countries in region 
could support its 
sustainability  

Tuvalu is established as 
regional leader on use of 
unconditional cash for a 
range of climate outcomes 
and disperse ideas 
throughout the region   

A regional BI for 
climate justice has 
been adopted in at 
least 5 South Pacific 
SIDS 

Global  
(UN 

agencies) 

International donors agree 
to dedicate a portion of 
their climate finance 
obligations to unconditional 
cash transfers and the 
optimal delivery 
mechanisms for this are 
identified, such as through 
the Fund for Responding to 
Loss and Damage (FRLD), 
the Adaptation fund or 
other approaches under 
Article 6 of the Paris 
Agreement 

BI for climate justice is 
recognized as a legitimate 
and impactful modality to 
achieve climate justice and 
related climate policy 
outcomes in international 
arenas such as COP and 
related international 
agreements  
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Table 2: Matrix of policy recommendations for a low-income country: example Malawi  
 
Rationale for a BI pilot in Malawi: Malawi has substantial experience with unconditional cash transfers, 
having launched the world’s first Basic Income for loss and damage with the Scottish government and 
NGO Give Directly following Cyclone Freddy. Earlier in 2025, the government established a ‘Cap and Share 
taskforce’ with several government ministries, INGO and CSO partners. This taskforce will report back in 
mid-2025 with the intention of demonstrating how a national BI could be delivered in Malawi through a 
charge on fossil fuel extraction in the Global North, and what the social and economic impacts of this 
policy would be. High levels of poverty and relatively low cost of living mean that a Basic Income in Malawi 
would also be more financially feasible and high-impact than in higher-income countries.  

 

Policy 
actions 

Level of governance 
Time horizon 

Short-term 
(2-3 years) 

Medium-term 
(5 years) 

Long-term 
(10 years) 

Local  
(local government, NGOs, 
Cap and Share taskforce 

members 

Explore pilot ideas 
based on findings of 
Malawi 
government’s cap 
and share taskforce 
(due to publish in 
June 2025), which 
includes impact 
modelling of a 
national BI 

Use learning from 
pilot to scale up and 
develop additional 
programmes  

 

National 
(particularly ministries 
forming cap and share 

taskforce)  

Develop 
infrastructure 
necessary to 
distribute payments   

 
Introduce a national 
BI  

 

Regional  
(AU, COMESA, EAC) 

Explore how a BI 
could be introduced 
across the southern 
African region  

  

Global  
(bilateral aid agencies, 

ADB, UN agenies) 

Provide funding for 
BI pilots  

Provide start up 
costs for BI financing 
mechanism  
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Table 3a: Matrix of policy recommendations for post-conflict country: example Syria  
 
Rationale for a BI pilot in Syria: Syria is an exemplary case of a post-conflict setting where the social fabric 
has been fragmented and the economy artificially frozen due to years of conflict. The new administration 
in combination with gradual lifting of international sanctions renders Syria an interesting setting to test 
BI’s potential for social cohesion and its economic multiplier effects for more effective post-conflict 
reconstruction efforts.   

Policy 
actions 

Level of 
governance 

Time horizon 

Short-term 
(2-3 years): BI as part of 

reconstruction 

Medium-term 
(5 years): BI as 

part of 
reconstruction 

Long-term 
(10 years): adoption as 

national policy 

Local   

 -Develop /finetune national 
registry of individuals for the 
identification of Basic Income 
intended beneficiaries 
 
 - Financial literacy programs to 
facilitate Basic Income 
electronic transfer. 

  

National  

- Assessing status of industrial 
base and growth prospects of 
local supply to meet the 
increase in local demand 
generated by the BI.  
 
 - Seek technical support for 
capacity building of national 
production capacity. This can be 
sought from UN technical 
agency such as UNIDO (see 
unpublished design of a Basic 
Income pilot in Northern Iraq for 
IDP and refugee communities 
conducted by Bashur for UNIDO) 

-Assessment of 
socio-economic 
impact of Basic 
Income and costs 
of its withdrawal.  
 
 - Gradual take 
up of funding 
from national 
resources.   

Full adoption of BI as a 
national policy.  
Funding options will be 
context specific and can 
include: the 
redistribution of national 
resource proceeds in the 
form of a Basic Income 
as a transparent way of 
managing a national 
resource (Iraq example); 
rationalizing and 
reallocating fuel 
subsidies; a local/digital 
currency, including by 
support from the 
diaspora;....)  

Regional  
(Gulf 

Cooperation 
Council 

countries, 
Turkey, Iran) and 

Global  
(United Nations, 

bilateral aid 
agencies, EU, 

Russia) 

- Country-wide Basic Income 
scheme distributed as a ‘Peace 
Dividend’ so that every citizen 
‘benefits from peace’. 
 
- Funded by international aid 
complementing and enhancing 
effectiveness of traditional 
development and peacebuilding 
efforts 

Incremental 
decrease of BI 
funding from 
reconstruction, 
development and 
peacebuilding 
efforts towards 
national 
adoption.  

 

For references see work by Diana Bashur cited in this submission. 
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Table 3b: Matrix of policy recommendations for post-conflict country: example Colombia 
 
Rationale for a BI pilot in Colombia: Despite the country's 2016 peace agreement, significant parts of 
Colombia, particularly rural areas, continue to be impacted by violent conflict. The country also suffers 
from high levels of poverty and inequality exacerbated by vulnerabilities to climate change, which have 
directly contributed to the conflict. Colombia is therefore a first-rate example of a place where the nexus 
of economic context and conflict drivers are clear, offering significant opportunities to test Basic Income 
as a tool for conflict transformation. In this context, Equal Right is currently working with a coalition of 
local and national NGOs, indigenous and women’s groups, and members of congress to develop this 
concept and implement a pilot in the Putamayo department of Colombia. As a promising pilot setup for 
the relevance of BI for post-conflict contexts, this coalition welcomes the expansion of its partnership 
structure to include UN partners.  

Policy 
actions 

Level of 
governance 

Time horizon 

Short-term 
(2-3 years) 

Medium-term 
(5 years) 

Long-term 
(10 years) 

Local  
(local government, 
NGO and 
community 
partners, external 
experts) 

Based on recommendations 
from the upcoming ‘Basic 
Income for peace with nature’ 
trial proposal being developed 
by Equal Right, deliver a pilot 
project testing the efficacy of 
BI as a peacebuilding 
intervention, with adequate 
power to generate significant 
evidence and designed with 
scalability in mind 

Utilize learnings from 
pilot to influence 
local policy making 
and achieve financial 
sustainability of 
payments beyond 
pilot stage 

 

National  

Carry out scoping work to 
identify key challenges in 
scaling pilot to national or 
subnational level, including 
registration & implementation 
modalities, targeting 
strategies, integration with 
existing policy frameworks and 
financing sources 

 
Establish a national 
BI pilot for post-
conflict regions (such 
as PDET regions) 
based on learnings 
from pilot 
 

Deliver a ‘Peace 
Dividend’ BI to 
all citizens  

Regional 
(LATAM/Mercosur 
countries) 

Consider role of BI for peace in 
spillover conflicts (ie 
Venezuelan border or narco 
trafficking) 

Explore how inter-
regional 
collaboration could 
facilitate a multi-
country BI for peace  

Implement a BI 
for peace in 
areas most 
affected by 
conflict in the 
region  

Global (UN, 
multilateral and 
bilateral agencies, 
donor nations with 
relevant 
peacebuilding 
expertise) 

Provide funding for pilot 
project through combination 
of development and 
peacebuilding funding streams 

Utilising learnings 
from pilot, integrate 
BI for peace 
approach into 
relevant 
international 
programming 

BI peace is 
recognized as a 
valid approach 
in post-conflict 
peacebuilding  
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List of BIEN partner entities endorsing this submission as of 29.04.2025  
 
 

Number of endorsing entities 70 

Number of country locations 33 

Number of Endorsements from Multilateral 
Organisations 8 

Continents Asia, Africa, Europe, North America, Central 
America, South America, Australia 

 
 
 

Country Name of entity Contact 

Argentina Colectivo por el Ingreso Ciudadano 
Universal Argentina ingreso.ciudadanoarg@gmail.com 

Argentina Instituto de Políticas Públicas 
“Humanizar” gbulgach@gmail.com 

Argentina 

Centro Internacional de Información 
sobre la Renta Básica Universal Digna e 

Incondicional  
(CIIRBUDI) 

mensajesanaumkliksberg@gmail.com 

Argentina Centro Interdisciplinario para el Estudio 
de Políticas Públicas ciepp@ciepp.org.ar 

Australia Australian Basic Income Lab ben.spies-butcher@mq.edu.au 

Austria Runder Tisch Grundeinkommen klaus.sambor@aon.at 

Austria Attac Inhaltsgruppe Grundeinkommen klaus.sambor@aon.at 

Austria BIEN Austria klaus.sambor@aon.at 

Bangladesh Grambala Unnayan Committee akmmaksud@gmail.com 

Bangladesh Bangladesh Basic Income Network grambangla@yahoo.com  
imtirasul@gmail.com 

Belgium / 
Uganda Eight steven@eight.world 

Brazil Afetivas - Ponto Popular de Trabalho afetivasmarmitasaudavel@gmail.com 

Brazil Frente Ampla pela Renda Básica em 
Pernambuco - Brasil joselito@diaconia.org.br 

Brazil SOS Corpo - Instituto Feminista para a 
Democracia sos@soscorpo.org.br 

Brazil 
Núcleo de Estudos e Pesquisas de 
Seguridade e Assistência social - 

NEPSAS/PUC-SP 
bru-carnelossi@uol.com.br 

Brazil Rede Brasileira de Renda Básica / 
Brazilian Basic Income Network leandrogpp@gmail.com 

Brazil Diaconia - Act Aliança comunicacao@diaconia.org.br 
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Brazil Escola de Formação Quilombo dos 
Palmares equip@equip.org.br 

Brazil 
Center for Studies on Inequality and 
Development, Universidade Federal 

Fluminense (CEDE/UFF) 
fdwaltenberg@id.uff.br 

Brazil 
Movimento de Trabalhadores e 

Trabalhadoras por Direitos - 
Pernambuco 

mtd.pernambuco@gmail.com 

Brazil Renda Básica Recife titacarneiro@yahoo.com.br 

Brazil-
Germany UBIMar FRIBIS Team fabienne.hansen@fribis.uni-freiburg.de 

Canada Basic Income Canada Network sj.regehr@gmail.com 

Canada Coalition Canada Basic Income - revenu 
de base coalitionbasicincome@gmail.com 

Canada Basic Income Nova Scotia Society bignovascotia@gmail.com 

Canada Basic Income British Columbia susan.abells@gmail.com 

Canada Basic Income Waterloo Region info@basicincomewr.ca 

Canada Basic Income Youth Collective hello@basicincomeyouth.ca 

Canada Basic Income NOW Atlantic Canada Rainingbird@dal.ca 

Chile Red Chilena de Ingreso Básico 
Universal crojaslasch@gmail.com 

Chile Parques de Estudio y Reflexión El 
Remanso parqueelremanso@gmail.com 

China BIEN China cfr1978@163.com 

Costa Rica Red Renta Básica Universal Costa Rica redrbucr@gmail.com 

Costa Rica Red Interuniversitaria de estudio y 
tranformación de los cuidados ndobles@uned.ac.cr/nataliadobles@gmail.com 

Costa Rica Universidad Estatal a Distancia 
abadillas@uned.ac.cr 

 
kacarranza@uned.ac.cr 

Costa Rica Transition Resource Circle (TRC) contact@transitionresourcecircle.org 

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo 
DRC Climate Change Network zagabe@rccrdc.org 

Denmark BIEN Denmark gittep56@gmail.com 

Ecuador Red ecuatoriana por la Renta Básica 
Universal  Viktoravilaecu@gmail.com  

Finland BIEN-Finland perustulo@perustulo.org 

France Mouvement Français pour un Revenu de 
Base (MFRB) communication@revenudebase.info 

Germany ISÖ - Institute for Social Ecology michael.opielka@isoe.org 
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Germany Netzwerk Grundeinkommen kontakt@grundeinkommen.de 

Germany Initiativgruppe Bedingungsloses 
Grundeinkommen Rhein-Main bge-rhein-main@posteo.de 

Germany Initiative Grundeinkommen - Berlin qhay3012@gmail.com 

Germany Basic Income Research Group danmermel@gmail.com 

Ghana UBILAB Ghana gabuljahstella@gmail.com 

Global/ 
Multilateral Justice, Peace and Integrity (JPIC) vtheckanathsg@gmail.com 

Guatemala / 
Central 
America 

Instituto Centroamericano de Estudios 
Fiscales (Icefi) ricardo.barrientos@icefi.org 

India India Network for Basic Income sarathdavala@gmail.com 

India Saaf Samithi - Hyderabad Garbage 
Collectors Collective (HyGCC) saafsamithi@gmail.com 

India Dalit Bahujan Front (DBF) shankar.dbf@gmail.com 

India Montfort Social Institute vtheckanathsg@gmail.com 

India Project DEEP (Devising an End to 
Extreme Poverty) pankhuri@project-deep.org 

India i-BIC (India Basic Income Coalition) tarun@indusaction.org 

India SOLI-Hub somazsarkar@gmail.com 

India Telangana Gig and Platform Workers 
Union (TGPWU) tgapwu@gmail.com 

India Cash Relief nainwal@mitra.org.in 

India Human Rights Forum (HRF) vskvizag@gmail.com 

India SEWA MP sewa.madhyapradesh@gmail.com 

Indonesia Indonesian Basic Income Guarantee 
(Indobig) - Network indobignetwork@gmail.com 

Ireland Basic Income Ireland john@basicincome.ie 

Ireland Feasta caroline.whyte@feasta.org 

Japan BIEN - Japan otadashister@gmail.com 

Kenya UBILAB Kenya anjiaserafine@gmail.com 

Kenya UBI Kenya derrick1918@gmail.com 

Kenya Rural Action Community Based 
Organisation billyjuma2022@gmail.com 

Kenya / 
Africa Grassroots Economics willruddick@gmail.com 

Kenya Basic Income Kenya billyjuma2022@gmail.com 

Malawi Centre for Child Development and 
Research kamafrank@gmail.com 

Malaysia Saya Anak Bangsa Malaysia (SABM) jayanath.a@gmail.com 

Malaysia Parti Sosialis Malaysia (Socialist Party 
of Malaysia) pusat@partisosialis.org 
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Malaysia Manifesto Rakyat 
(CSO Platform for Reform) manifestorakyat2021@gmail.com 

Multilateral Basic Income Latin America Network 
josewhellison@gmail.com; red-

latinoamericana-de-renta-
bsica@googlegroups.com 

Multilateral Equal Right - Economic justice without 
borders patrick@equalright.org 

Multilateral Africa UBI Observatory admin@africa-observatory.org 

Multilateral The Citizens' Dividend Organisation 
(CDO) civilisationism.org@gmail.com 

Multilateral UBI For All helwig@ubi4all.org 

Multilateral Refugees for UBI pm.sayovi@gmail.com 

Multilateral Red Humanista por la Renta Básica 
Universal red.hrbu@gmail.com 

Multilateral Mustardseed Trust info@mustardseedtrust.org 

Multilateral Climate Relief Consortium Africa consortium.climate@gmail.com 

Multilateral Unconditional Basic Income European 
Initiative klaus.sambor@aon.at 

Multilateral STUF United Fund Asia Pacific Center jackh.should@gmail.com 

Multilateral Global Redistribution Advocates info@global-redistribution-advocates.org 

Multilateral 
(SADC) The Alliance for Inclusion chris@inclusion-alliance.org 

Multilateral / 
Africa Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa  

Multilateral / 
Africa UBILAB Africa Network zulunqobile@gmail.com 

Namibia Basic Income Grant Coalition 
(BIGNAM) esjtrust1@gmail.com 

Nepal Sankhya Solutions Nepal sankhyasolutionsnepal@gmail.com 

New Zealand 
Te Utu Tika Hei Oranga i Aotearoa – 

Basic Income New Zealand 
(Incorporated)” 

ibmiddleton@live.com 

Nigeria Baobab Community Fellowship baobabafricafellows@gmail.com 

Nigeria Hazras Charity Foundation hazrascharityfoundation@gmail.com 

Norway BIEN Norge askeladda@hotmail.com 

Norway FOR sjur.cp@gmail.com 

Norway Rjukan SolarPunk Academy margrethebrekke@gmail.com 

Peru Cool Earth patricia.quinones@coolearth.org 

Portugal Rendimento Básico Incondicional rbiport@gmail.com 

Portugal 
UBIEXP at the Centre for Ethics, 
Politics and Society, University of 

Minho 
rbiport@gmail.com 

Russia Basic Income Russia Tomorrow slvvalex@gmail.com 
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Russia Social protection Trade Union info.spunions@gmail.com 

Scotland Basic Income Network Scotland mike.danson@cbin.scot 

Senegal Enda Graf Sahel emmanuel.niodone@endagrafsahel.com 

South Africa Universal Basic Income Coalition in 
South Africa hoodah@blacksash.org.za 

South Africa RightfulShare karen@rightfulshare.org 

South Africa Social Policy Initiative socialmedia@spi.net.za Isobel@spi.net.za 
reseacher2@spi.net.za 

South Africa Black Sash kholiwe@blacksash.org.za 

South Africa Youth Vision Southern Africa pm.sayovi@gmail.com 

South Korea Basic Income Korean Network (BIKN) basicincomekorea@gmail.com 

South Korea Basic Income Party, South Korea basicincomeparty.kr@gmail.com 

South Korea Institute for Political and Economic 
Alternatives ipea1223@gmail.com 

Spain El colectivo Derechos Humanos Madrid 
(DDHH Madrid) ddhhmadrid@gmail.com 

Spain Boa Vida Inclusion Social Activa jantonioramirez@mundo-r.com 

Spain / 
International Baobab development consultancy msanchezdeo@baobabconsultoria.com 

Spain Coordinadora de Vivienda de 
Madrid/PAH mcperezugena@gmail.com 

Spain - 
Europe 

Colectivos Cidadáns pola Renda Básica 
de Galiza colectivoscidadansrbu@gmail.com 

Spain / 
Europe 

Humanistas por la Renta Básica 
Universal anguelosb@gmail.com 

Spain / 
Europe 

Eureka, Red Activista por la Renta 
Básica Incondicional anguelosb@gmail.com 

Spain / 
International Baobab development consultancy msanchezdeo@baobabconsultoria.com 

Sri Lanka Basic Income Sri Lanka selvi1946@yahoo.com 

Sweden Basnkomstpartiet kontakt@basinkomstpartiet.org 

Sweden / 
Multilateral 

Mission Possible -  
Basic Income the key to SDG bbbin3d@gmail.com 

Taiwan UBI Taiwan tyler@ubitaiwan.org 

The Gambia 
/ Africa Sahel Sahara Africa Fellows manchrizzo@hotmail.com 

The 
Netherlands Basisinkomen Nederland alexanderderoo@gmail.com 

Ukraine MIM Business School i.tykhomyrova@mim.kyiv.ua 

United 
Kingdom The Autonomy Institute will@autonomy.work 

United 
Kingdom Bath UBI Beacon - University of Bath nph28@bath.ac.uk 
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United 
Kingdom UBI Leeds r.huss@posteo.net 

United 
Kingdom UBILAB Network jonny@weareopus.org 

United 
Kingdom UBI Piloters Network nph28@bath.ac.uk 

United 
Kingdom Basic Income 4 Farmers ubi4farmers@gmail.com 

United 
Kingdom Citizen’s Basic Income Trust stuart.white@jesus.ox.ac.uk 

USA Center for Guaranteed Income Research, 
University of Pennsylvania castro1@upenn.edu 

USA Income Movement info@incomemovement.com 

USA Sufficiency4Sustainability Network peter@sufficiency4sustainability.org 

USA Fund for Guaranteed Income nika@f4gi.org 

USA Income To Support All Foundation info@itsafoundation.org 

USA Give Directly isabelle.pelly@givedirectly.org 

Zambia UBILAB Zambia masowemumu@gmail.com 

Zimbabwe Participatory Ecological Land Use 
Management (PELUM) pelumzim@gmail.com 

 


