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Message from the Hub Manager

Dear readers,

     Greetings from the BIEN Asia-Pacific Hub. And, welcome to the inaugural
edition of UBI Times, the bimonthly newsletter of the BIEN Asia-Pacific Hub. 

     It gives me immense joy to connect with all of you, as we take this crucial
step in amplifying the conversation around Universal Basic Income (UBI) across
our region.  

     The establishment of BIEN’s regional hubs stems from the ambition of
making BIEN truly an Earth Network—one that reflects the voices, struggles,
and aspirations of the Global South. Our work in the Asia-Pacific region is
pivotal to this vision. With a population of over 4.7 billion, spanning diverse
cultures, economies, and geographies, the Asia-Pacific is facing a crisis of aging
without social security, rising inequalities, and economic-ecological precarity.
In most of our countries, people retire without anything to fall back on—no
pension, no safety net, and no assurance of dignity in their later years. The
conversation around UBI, therefore, is not just timely but necessary.  

            At the hub, we firmly believe that the path to UBI must be rooted in the
unique social, cultural, and political contexts of each country. This has been the
guiding principle behind our efforts. From collaborating with activists,
academics, and policy advocates to working alongside grassroots movements,
our focus remains on building localized momentum for UBI while keeping the
larger, regional picture in mind.  

           Some countries in the Asia-Pacific region are already heating up the UBI
discourse. South Korea and India are reaching advanced levels of political
engagement on UBI, and I am proud to share that we have been part of this
movement. In India, which now holds the title of the world's most populous
country, we helped initiate the India Basic Income Coalition (I-BIC). This
coalition has done instrumental work in bringing the UBI narrative to political
parties and policymakers during the recent national elections. 

            Last month, the hub has supported in organising a national conference  

John Michael
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in India on cash-based social policy. In addition, we have had the privilege of
supporting an innovative UBI pilot with the Transgender Persons, where the hub
served as the Advocacy partner. Projects like these inspire us to see the
transformative potential of UBI in addressing historical marginalization and
creating more inclusive societies.  
       We had the opportunity to do some interesting work across the region. In
Malaysia, we engaged with local partners during the national budget season to
spark discussions around UBI. In Nepal, an in-person roundtable convened
activists and academics to explore the possibilities of a basic income framework
for the country. Both initiatives have been deeply encouraging for the hub’s
operations.  

         Looking ahead, we are thrilled by the proposal from our friends in Indonesia
to host the BIEN APAC Regional Congress in 2025. Imagine the power of activists,
scholars, and UBI enthusiasts from across our region coming together to share
ideas, strengthen networks, and advance our collective mission. I sincerely hope
we will meet there, united in our determination to make UBI a reality.

        This newsletter would not have been possible without the incredible support
of the BIEN team. A heartfelt thanks to BIEN Chair Sarath Davala for his vision
and guidance, and to Hilda Latour and Neil Howard for their inspiring
leadership. Special gratitude to Aparna Rajesh for the thoughtful and creative
design of this newsletter and for enriching our communications as a hub. To my
colleagues at hubs - Wolfgang, Chris, and José, and to all our affiliates and
comrades in the basic income movement, thank you for your encouragement
and solidarity. 

       As we usher in the new year, let us reaffirm our commitment to expanding
the basic income movement across the Asia-Pacific and the Global South.
Together, we can work toward creating a world where everyone has the freedom
and security to live with dignity.  

        Please share this newsletter widely and connect us with more comrades
from across the region. Let’s make this movement grow stronger, together. 

In solidarity, 
 

John Michael,
Asia-Pacific Regional Hub Manager  
Basic Income Earth Network (BIEN)  
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Inaugural Note from the Chair, BIEN

          Basic Income Earth Network (BIEN) was founded in 1986. Initially it
was conceived as a European Network which subsequently transformed
into the Earth Network. Its mission is to promote conversation across the
world, in every country and every last mile, about basic income as a
necessary policy initiative and as the very foundation of societies today and
in the future. 

        As the working people and their families across the world increasingly
become income-vulnerable and income-insecure, the need for a basic
income in the twenty-first century is becoming even more urgent. What
one has realised in the last twenty years is that the postwar European
welfare institutions, which most modern industrialised societies adopted,
no longer seem to respond to the social protection challenges of this
century. We need to design a new welfare architecture that ensures basic
income security, dignified livelihoods and freedom to the people. That’s
why we need fresh conversations about why our current welfare systems
are not working, and how we need to redesign them.

        With this mission in view, BIEN has initiated ‘BIEN Hubs’ in different
continents as energy centers to stimulate conversations about
unconditional and universal Basic Income. I am happy to see that the Asia-
Pacific Hub of BIEN has become very active in taking BIEN’s mission
forward. I am equally happy to inaugurate the first BIEN APAC Newsletter
which would now become a regular feature, bringing news and analysis
about basic income conversations, debates, activities, policy initiatives and
advocacy efforts made in the Asia-Pacific region. I congratulate John
Michael who is doing an amazing job of building the APAC Hub, and
earnestly hope that through these efforts, more countries in the region
move in the direction of providing unconditional basic income to all their
people.

Sarath Davala
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what is happening in the hub?
Utilisation Survey visit to Sada, Rajasthan - Project DEEP
Lump Sum Pilot

Launch of India Basic Income Coalition (iBIC)

Partnership with Basic Income and
Care for Transgender Persons 
(TG-BIC) Hyderabad

To understand where families have used the
money and what inspired their decisions. The
early findings of the Pilot suggest that lump
sums in severely cash strapped pockets of
economy have the potential to start the ball
rolling towards a a new sense of income
security. 

The Coalition is formed by
Indus Action,  India Network
for Basic Income, Project
DEEP, WorkFREE, and BIEN
Asia-Pacific Hub in March
2024. This has been a
significant opportunity to 
reach out to the national political parties in India advocating for UBI.

BIEN APAC Hub joined the pilot to
support its  advocacy at a global
level. TG-BIC stands as one of the  

transgender persons. One participant from the project has been
facilitated to attend the 23rd BIEN Congress in-person at Bath and share
their UBI experiences.

pioneering UBI pilots held with 
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Asia-Pacific Hub’s presence at the
Main plenary and multiple sessions
of the 23rd BIEN Congress  has been
a big ocassion to showcase the work
and collaborate with diverse UBI 

BIEN APAC Hub at the 23rd Basic
Income Congress, Bath, UK

Letter to HH Dalai Lama on
UBI through BIEN Japan

In a cherish able moment for BIEN
APAC, a letter advocating for UBI
as a Compassionate Living
Assurance was presented to His
Holiness the  Dalai Lama reflecting
freedom for all sentient beings. Heartfelt gratitude to our colleague
Yoshihiro NORIKANE from BIEN Japan, for making this significant
connection possible.

the shared vision of dignity and 

Basic Income Explainer Malaysia (BIEM)
BIEN APAC, in collaboration with Prof. Geoffrey
Williams, developed the Basic Income Explainer
for Malaysia. This detailed guide explores the
nuances of Universal Basic Income (UBI), its
compatibility with Malaysian values, and practical
funding strategies, including GST, carbon taxes, 

comparison of UBI with existing welfare schemes and highlights its
potential to foster financial security, social cohesion, and economic
resilience in Malaysia.

LatAm and Africa Hub of BIEN, the voices of the global South have been
raised at the Congress.

actors. In collaboration with the 

and PETRONAS dividends.  It  offers a clear 
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Three Zeros & More - Open Letter to the Chief Advisor to the
Republic of Bangladesh

what is happening in the hub?

In collaboration with BIEN Affiliate ‘Bangladesh
Basic income Network’ (BBIN) and Gram Bangla
Unnayan Committee, an open letter addressed to
the Chief Advisor to the Republic of  Bangladesh
has been written urging for a UBI in the country.
Along with the social impact, economic cost
analysis and financial simulations have been
done in collaboration with Patrick Llewellin.

Panel at the Global South Paradigms Conference with all three
BIEN Hub Managers

"In October 2024, BIEN’s Regional
Hubs from Africa, Latin America, and
Asia-Pacific came together to present
the panel ‘Universal Basic Income as
an Alternative Development Model

for the Global South' at an interdisciplinary academic conference
“Global South Paradigms” convened by the Nexus Editorial Board
and the International Public Policy Association’s Global South
Policy Process Research Network. Featuring insights from UBI
pilots across regions, the discussion addressed colonial legacies in
public policy and highlighted UBI’s potential to foster equity and
dignity. This collaboration reached a global audience of scholars
from over 20 countries.
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Indigenous Women Forum, Himalayan Environment and Life Protection
(H.E.L.P) & various sections of Nepal’s civil society. The discussion
highlighted that though 43.1% of Nepal’s social protection budget is
allocated to cash transfers, only 10.12% population has access to it. The
roundtable called for a UBI pilot in the country at the earliest. (Watch)

Listen to the Podcast

UN-PBSO Endorsements

"An initiative of BIEN, the open letter
to the UN Peacebuilding Support
Office advocated for Universal Basic
Income as a peacebuilding tool,
emphasizing its potential to foster 
social cohesion, resilience, and equity while addressing root causes of
conflict. The BIEN APAC Hub contributed by securing endorsements
from 10 Asian countries and 2 Australasian nations. Impressively, every
fifth endorsement of the 125 received globally came from the hub's
region, showcasing the strength and dedication of the regional network
to this transformative global effort."

‘Basic Income for All’ Roundtable in Nepal

In conversation with Journalist
Dashran Yohan on the Radio show
‘Beyond the Ballot Box’ of BFM 89.9.
Seng Kiat, Prof. Geoffrey Williams, Dr.
Sarath Davala and John Michael
discussed the idea of UBI for Malaysia.

Can Malaysia Implement Universal Basic Income?

The Roundtable organised by BIEN
APAC team along with Sankhya
Solutions brought together over 40
attendees ranging from academics and
activists with representatives from
Kathmandu University, National
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https://youtu.be/U-lowMauIgA?feature=shared
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IndoBIG Network’s Journey: Building

the Case for UBI Across Indonesia

      The Universal Basic Income (UBI) movement in
Indonesia has been gaining remarkable momentum,
with sparks of innovation and inspiration lighting up 

Voices from the Hub

      But the movement isn’t just confined to newsletters and intellectual
discussions—it has entered the political arena. In Bojonegoro, East
Java, a forward-thinking candidate for regency head has taken the bold
step of incorporating UBI into their campaign platform. Branded as
“Bojonegoro Klunting”, this program promises direct monthly cash
transfers to citizens, funded by revenue from the region’s oil and gas
resources. The candidate’s catchy slogan, inspired by the cheerful
sound of a transfer notification—“klunting”—has resonated deeply
with voters, making UBI not just a policy proposal, but a promise of
dignity and hope. Beyond Bojonegoro, the IndoBIG Network is
amplifying its message through creative storytelling. 

across the country. The IndoBIG Network, a collective dedicated to
promoting UBI as a transformative solution, launched its bi-weekly
newsletter, a fresh voice in the discourse. It has become a must-read
for UBI enthusiasts and policymakers alike. Packed with analysis,
success stories, and global updates, the newsletter connects grassroots
movements to the broader vision of financial security for all
Indonesians.

Yanu Endar Prasetyo
Founder, IndoBig Network
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https://indobig.net/
https://indobig.net/newsletter-2/
https://indobig.net/newsletter-2/


Voices from the Hub

        This growing tapestry of UBI efforts is weaving together local
innovation, political action, and compelling narratives. It signals that
Indonesia might be on the cusp of something extraordinary—a
movement that could redefine economic justice for millions. As the
IndoBIG Network continues to advocate, inspire, and educate, the
dream of universal basic income is no longer just an idea. It’s becoming
a movement, one step closer to reality.

       Their latest venture, a documentary film, captures the struggles
and triumphs of fishermen in North Maluku. The film delves into how
these resilient individuals are fighting to escape the clutches of
poverty. By documenting their lived experiences, the IndoBIG
Network not only showcases the potential of UBI but also challenges
the audience to rethink societal norms about work, wealth, and
welfare.

Tagi Ngolo, Hau Nyao shows the struggles of fishermen from
North Maluku. “We are more afraid of hunger than the fear of
death.” (From Tagi Ngolo, Hau Nyao documentary film)
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Call for fellows

Call for papers

BIEN 24th Congress - 2025
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BIEN APAC UBI 
Summer Mentorship 2025

Submission Categories:

Basic Income & the Solidarity

Economy

Environment & Fair Transition

Race & Ethnicity & Gender &

Care & Vulnerability

Pilots & Experiments & Policies

& the Welfare State And

Related Topics

Social Movements &

Grassroots & Activism

©fauxels

Join the upcoming BIEN Asia

Pacific Hub’s Mentorship

Programme and learn from

those involved with UBI

Piloting, Research, and

Advocacy. 

In collaboration with Tyler

Prochazka and Yanu Endar

Prasetyo.

Please fill the 
interest form.

https://www.bien2025.com.br/
https://www.bien2025.com.br/conteudo/view?ID_CONTEUDO=592
https://www.bien2025.com.br/conteudo/view?ID_CONTEUDO=592
https://www.bien2025.com.br/conteudo/view?ID_CONTEUDO=593
https://www.bien2025.com.br/conteudo/view?ID_CONTEUDO=594
https://www.bien2025.com.br/conteudo/view?ID_CONTEUDO=594
https://www.bien2025.com.br/conteudo/view?ID_CONTEUDO=595
https://www.bien2025.com.br/conteudo/view?ID_CONTEUDO=595
https://www.bien2025.com.br/conteudo/view?ID_CONTEUDO=595
https://www.bien2025.com.br/conteudo/view?ID_CONTEUDO=596
https://www.bien2025.com.br/conteudo/view?ID_CONTEUDO=596
https://forms.gle/P2MJExknzYhorBhz7


Publications from the Hub
Click on the images to read the articles
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https://www.thestar.com.my/business/insight/2024/12/07/basic-income-is-inevitable
https://search.app/?link=https%3A%2F%2Fthesun.my%2Fopinion-news%2Fmagic-of-a-universal-basic-income-BB13305334&utm_campaign=aga&utm_source=agsadl1%2Csh%2Fx%2Fgs%2Fm2%2F4
https://www.malaymail.com/news/what-you-think/2024/11/04/universal-basic-income-ubi-is-a-kind-of-freedom-more-effective-than-ad-hoc-welfare-systems-john-michael-and-geoffrey-williams/155770


UBI on screen

     ‘Unconditional’ tells the story of
two inspiring policy experiments in
Bangladesh and India, which turned
traditional social policymaking on its
head.

       Told through the stories of pilot
participants, with contributions from
their community organisers, this 30 -
minute documentary sheds light on
the power of ‘UBI plus’ and points
towards a future where
unconditionality is the foundation
stone of social policy.

Unconditional - Documentary Film

A film by Neil Howard,  Simon Wharf, 
Vibhor Mathur,  Sarath Davala

Click here to watch the film:
https://vimeo.com/1005450201/8207
e5d8c9

To know more about the pilot
featured in the film click on the
following links:

CLARISSA Cash Plus :
https://clarissa.global/resource/clarissa
-cash-plus-innovative-social-
protection-in-bangladesh/

WorkFREE UBI+:
https://www.work-free.net

13

https://vimeo.com/1005450201/8207e5d8c9
https://vimeo.com/1005450201/8207e5d8c9
https://clarissa.global/resource/clarissa-cash-plus-innovative-social-protection-in-bangladesh/
https://clarissa.global/resource/clarissa-cash-plus-innovative-social-protection-in-bangladesh/
https://clarissa.global/resource/clarissa-cash-plus-innovative-social-protection-in-bangladesh/
https://www.work-free.net/


@bien.apac

@bien_apac

BIEN Asia-Pacific

@BIENAPAC

BIEN Hubs Team
John Michael
Asia Pacific Hub Manager
johnmichaelk2018@gmail.com
johnmichael@basicincome.org

Wolfgang Wopperer-Beholz
Hubs Manager
wolfgang@basicincome.org

Neil Howard
Hubs Coordinator & BIEN EC Member
nph28@bath.ac.uk

Chris Nwafor
Africa Hub Manager
nwaforcu@gmail.com

José Brito
Latin America Hub Manager
josewhellison@gmail.com

https://www.instagram.com/Bien.apac
https://x.com/bien_apac?t=DeGVlAjqWRxKmEzN66W8Kg&s=08
https://linkedin.com/company/bien-apac
https://www.youtube.com/@BIENAPAC

