
S K Lee
LEE SENG KIAT 李成杰

Fulham, London, UNITED KINGDOM
Subang Jaya, Selangor, MALAYSIA

PERSONAL STATEMENT
I am writing this personal statement to stand as a candidate for the 
Volunteer Coordinator position in the BIEN Executive Committee 
Election 2024.

As an active volunteer for BIEN, I am well-versed on the mantle of 
the Volunteer Coordinator position, and seek your support for me 
to take the step up from my current role.

My professional background is in architecture. Understanding how 
social trust is affected by the built environment was my chief 
investigation during my Master of Architecture at Plymouth 
University. With years of work experience in the architecture 
industry and contending with the idea of Basic Income, I eventually 
came to terms that the impact on social capital I strive for in my 
work cannot truly be realised without Basic Income.

Prior to my career in architecture, I worked for Malaysian members 
of parliament - Wong Chen and Rafizi Ramli, before the 2018 
general election. During which, I gained experience coordinating 
with dozens of political campaigns throughout Malaysia, and 
mobilising tens of thousands of volunteers as polling and counting 
agents. I was also involved in policy discussions, speech-writing, 
and constituency service. The experience culminated in the first 
ever change of government in Malaysia.

One year later in 2019, the ‘Freedom Dividend’ policy proposed by 
Andrew Yang would upend my worldview, and turn me a Basic 
Income advocate. I believe it’s vital to the Basic Income movement 
for BIEN to continue playing its role in defining Basic Income and 
promote its research and dissemination.

As Volunteer Coordinator, I would harness the bipartisan nature of 
Basic Income, and help BIEN remain a broad church. I also 
recognise the variation of talents, resources, and initiative from our 
volunteers, and would work closely with the Executive Committee 
to ensure we are able to harness volunteers’ potential in driving the 
Basic Income movement forward. I would also continue the efforts 
of my predecessors in streamlining the recruitment of volunteers.

Once again I seek your support in this election and I look forward 
to meeting you at the 2024 General Assembly.

We evaluate buildings in various ways; how the building 
looks, its legacy, how sustainable it is, its details, or the 
difficulty of execution. I don’t think that any of them are 
invalid, but I believe that buildings should be evaluated 
by their overall effects on humanity. My experience 
pursuing the MArch in Plymouth has left me with a 
conviction that architecture’s ability to transform our 
social fabric is its most consequential, and it is what a 
building should be judged by.

As a budding architect in Malaysia, I feel responsible for 
our physical environments. I am fixated with 
environments that foster our longing for trust and 
reciprocity, that begin to harness the immeasurable 
potential of our diversity, producing a rich 
emulsification of cultures. I believe this involves 
designing around humanity before cars, to fulfil our 
primal need for contact, live longer and healthier, be 
more productive with resources, feel safer, and to make 
the places we live in vibrant and attractive.

However, I believe the only way towards taking up such 
an immense responsibility Is to first develop proficiency 
within my profession, and in principle to first be 
responsible for myself. Architecture has been an 
inexplicable calling for me since a young age, and I have 
never been more determined to succeed. Even amidst 
the complications that can come with the nature of 
work, I find it deeply gratifying to design, sell, and to 
work with people that will bring an idea into fruition. 
Most importantly, I want to develop my proficiency in 
the process, and be involved with every aspect of the 
project phases.

In my previous workplaces, I have been consistently 
praised for my work ethic, as well as my willingness to 
assume responsibility. I have been involved in many 
aspects of the various project phases, and am confident 
in being able to lead architectural projects with minimal 
supervision. Since my university days, I have also 
developed a strength in presenting my architectural 
schemes, and am confident that I will be able to 
articulate and sell design schemes to clients.

I believe that the goals of your organisation are in line 
with my goals to develop the proficiency I need to 
advance in my ambition. It is for all the reasons above 
that I wish to offer my services to your organisation in a 
full-time position as a Part II Architect.


