
Definition in the current AISBL charter

[Basic Income is] “an  income  unconditionally  granted  to  all  on  an individual  basis,  
without  means  test  or  work  requirement”

ASIBL amendment proposal:

Change the above to:

[Basic Income is] “a periodic cash payment unconditionally delivered to all on an 
individual basis, without means test or work requirement”

Motion 1: 

The following elaboration of that definition will appear on BIEN’s website:

That is, Basic Income has the five following characteristics:
1. Periodic: it is paid at regular intervals (for example every month), not as a one-off

grant
2. Cash payment: it is paid in an appropriate medium of exchange, allowing those 

who receive it to decide what they spend it on. It is not, therefore, paid either in 
kind (such as food or services) or in vouchers dedicated to a specific use.

3. Individual: it is paid on an individual basis—and not, for instance, to households
4. Universal: it is paid to all, without means test
5. Unconditional: it is paid without a requirement to work or to demonstrate 

willingness-to-work.

Motion 2:

A majority of members attending BIEN’s General Assembly meeting in Seoul on July 9, 
2016, agreed to support a Basic Income that is stable in size and frequency and high 
enough to be, in combination with other social services, part of a policy strategy to 
eliminate material poverty and enable the social and cultural participation of every 
individual. We oppose the replacement of social services or entitlements, if that 
replacement worsens the situation of relatively disadvantaged, vulnerable, or lower-
income people.

In keeping with BIEN’s charter (as an organization to “serve as a link between 
individuals and groups committed to, or interested in, basic income”), this motion is not 
binding on BIEN’s members or affiliates.
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