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5. About BIEN 
  
 
1. EDITORIAL 
  
With the last two issues devoted to the conference and the new web site, 
respectively, information about events and publications has been 
accumulating. Please find below our attempt to catch up. 
  
Please also remember to send any relevant announcement and review to 
bien@basicincome.org and a copy of anything you publish on basic income 
to BIEN's secretariat (Chaire Hoover, 3 Place Montesquieu, 1348 Louvain-
la-Neuve). 
  
This NewsFlash has been prepared with the help of Jurgen De Wispelaere, 
Yannick Vanderborght and Karl Widerquist. 
  

The Executive Committee 
  
 
2. EVENTS 
  
Dublin, 14 October 2002: CORI Briefing on the Green Paper 
Following the Irish Government's publication of a "Green Paper" on Basic 
Income in September 2002, the Justice Commission of the Conference of 
Religious of Ireland (CORI) held a briefing to discuss the Green Paper with 
the participation of Deaglain O'Brian (Prime Minister's Office), Charles 
M.A. Clark (St. John's University), Sean Healy (CORI) and Guy Standing 
(ILO and co-chairman of BIEN). The general view was that the long 
awaited Green Paper was balanced and would lead to further discussion of 
the issue in the Irish Parliament. For further information, contact Sean 
Healy at shealy@iol.ie or visit http://www.cori.ie/justice/index.htm for the 
full text of the Government's Green Paper and a statement from the CORI 
Justice Commission on the Green Paper. 
Vitoria-Gasteiz (ES), 13-14 December 2002: Second Annual Symposium 
of the Red Renta Bˆ°sica 
Vitoria (or Gasteiz) is the capital city of the Basque Country (or Euskadi), 
and the latter is the region of Spain in which minimal income policies are 
most generous. Hence a suitable place (after Barcelona last year) for the 
second annual conference of Spain's  Basic Income Network.The focus, 
this year, was the contrast between basic income and existing  conditional 
benefits. Representatives of Basque institutions offered an interesting 
overview of how the Basque model of insertion policies functions, with the 
goal of fighting poverty while guaranteeing a job of quality to all citizens. 
Speakers included foreign scholars such as Mikko Kautto (Helsinki), 
Chantal Euzˆ©by (Grenoble) and Karel Van  Den Bosch (Antwerp) and 
several prominent members of the Red Renta Bˆ°sica, such as Daniel 
Raventˆ„s (Universidad de Barcelona), Josˆ© Antonio Noguera 



(Universidad Autonoma de Barcelona), Rafael Pinilla (Ministry of Public 
Administrations, Madrid) and Luis Sanzo (Justice, Labor and Social Service 
Department of the Basque Government). Speakers repeatedly expressed 
the conviction that full employment is unachievable through 
macroeconomic and labor market policies, that the conditional character 
of existing benefits does not only make them very expensive to administer 
but are also a source of social stigmatization for those who receive them, 
and hence that a universal Basic Income is well worth considering as the 
most appropriate way of implementing a ’Äúright to life’Äù.The third 
annual symposium is due to take place in Galicia in 2003. For further 
information, contact Daniel Raventos at ravento@eco.ub.es. 
 
Gibraltar (UK?), 18 January 2003: Dinner talk on basic income 
On the 18th of January, the social and cultural association "Mar del Sur" 
organised a dinner talk about basic income in the lounge of the "Hotel 
Mediterraneo". After the lecture by Daniel Raventos on "Liberty, equality 
and Basic Income", the discussion continued until later in the night. 
Previously, the lecturer had met some Gibraltar representatives for a 
detailed introduction to the Basic Income proposal, which has now 
reached Europe’Äôs most southern tip. For further information, contact 
Daniel Raventos at ravento@eco.ub.es. 
New York (US), 21-23 February: Second Congress of the U.S. Basic 
Income Guarantee Network 
 
The U.S. Basic Income Guarantee Network will hold its 2003 meeting in 
conjunction with the Eastern Economics Association meeting at the 
Crowne Plaza Manhattan Hotel, 1605 Broadway, New York. Activists and 
scholars of any discipline are invited to attend. For more information 
about registration, visit http://www.iona.edu/eea/. For more information 
about the conference, contact Karl Widerquist at Karl@widerquist.com. 
Leicester (UK), 17 April: Roundtable on Stuart White's The Civic Minimum 
 
In his  long-awaited book The Civic Minimum: On the Rights and 
Obligations of Economic Citizenship (OUP, forthcoming 2003), Oxford 
political philosopher Stuart White reconsiders the principles of economic 
citizenship appropriate to a democratic society. According to White, justice 
as "fair reciprocity" calls for a generous "civic minimum", in which work-
related welfare benefits are complemented by other policies designed to 
prevent poverty and vulnerability, to secure opportunity for self-
realization in work, and to eliminate class-based inequalities in educational 
opportunity and inherited wealth. The book will be the subject of a special 
roundtable at the upcoming 53rd Annual Conference of the UK Political 
Studies Association, with the participa   tion of political philosophers 
Stuart White (Oxford), Colin Farrelly (Manchester) and Jurgen De 
Wispelaere (LSE), sociologist Tony Fitzpatrick (Nottingham), policy 
analysts Sean Healy (CORI) and Martin McIvor (Catalyst). Contributions 
will appear in a special Catalyst Paper devoted to this topic (see 
www.catalystforum.org). For further information about the conference, 



visit the PSA website (http://www.psa.ac.uk/2003/Default.htm) or contact 
Jurgen De Wispelaere at j.de-wispelaere@lse.ac.uk. 
 
Barcelona (ES), 23-25 September 2004: 10th Congress of the Basic 
Income European Network 
Preparation for BIEN's Congress, to be held in September 2004 in 
conjunction with Barcelona's Universal Forum of the Cultures is 
progressing. The General Assembly of the Red Renta Basica, which met in 
Vitoria  on 14 December 2002, appointed David Casassas local conference 
organiser and, in that capacity, member of BIEN's Executive Committee 
until the time of the conference. The perspective in which BIEN's 10th 
Congress is being organised is described by Daniel Raventos in an 
interview to be broadcast by the International Channel of Television 
Española on 8 February 2003 at 12:30 (GMT) in Oceania, Asia and 
Europe, and on 12 February at 22:30 (GMT) in America and Africa. 
For further information about the  congress, contact David Casassas at 
casassas@eco.ub.es or visit http://www.redrentabasica.org. 
 
 
3. GLIMPSES OF NATIONAL DEBATES 
  
Alaska: Least unequal in the U.S.A. thanks to its Dividend? 
The Associated Press reported on 25 September 25th, that Alaska has the 
smallest gap between rich and poor of any state, and cited the Alaska 
Permanent Fund as an important reason for why the gap between rich and 
poor has not increased in the last decade in Alaska as it has in the rest of 
the United States. The Permanent Fund, which is the only existing genuine 
basic income in the world today, is the payout from the state's oil wealth 
savings account. It is a yearly dividend to every man, woman, and child in 
the state, at a level that went up to nearly $2000 per year in 2000 but 
has now fallen somewhat owing to the collapse of the stock market. Over 
$6,000 per year for a family of four is far from enough to live on, but 
more than enough to make a big difference for many families. In his 
presentation at BIEN's latest congress, Scott Goldsmith used data of the 
Economic Policy Institute to show that, in the last ten years, the poorest 
fifth of the population improved its per capita disposable income by 28% 
in Alaska, compared to 12% in the US, while the richest fifth got richer by 
7% in Alaska compared to 26% in the US as a whole. To explain this 
stunning contrast, there is little doubt that more is at work than just 
Alaska's dividend scheme, but there is even less doubt that the latter had 
a major impact. [Article by Maureen Clark (Associated Press) in the 
Anchorage Daily News of 25 September 2002: 
http://www.adn.com/front/story/1838158p-1952891c.html.] 
 
UK: A Universal Basic Pension proposed 
In October 2002, the British National Association of Pension Funds (NAPF) 
proposed replacing Britain's complex earnings-based and means-tested 
state pension system with a simplified "citizens' pension" that would be 



essentially a basic income for every British resident over the age of 70, at 
a flat level of ¬£100 per week or 22% of average earnings (about EUR 
600 per month) and indexed to the level of earnings rather than the price 
level. The report estimated that that level of citizens' pension could be 
financed entirely by scrapping the current system at no additional cost to 
taxpayers. For more information, visit  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/2305323.stm. [Article by Rupert 
Jones in The Guardian, Tuesday 8 October 2002.] 
New York: Green Candidate makes Basic Income a campaign issue 
Stanley Aronowitz, professor of sociology at the City University of New 
York and Green Party nominee for Governor of New York State, made BIG 
an issue in the campaign for the November 2002 election: "We need basic 
guaranteed income for all--not only for the indigent--in order to raise the 
standard of living for all. While this proposal is a global program, the 
United States is one of the handful of advanced industrial countries that 
can afford to institute it now. Basic income should be at level 
commensurate with the current material culture, about $20,000 a year 
(equivalent to $10 an hour on a forty hour basis). There should be no 
work requirement to receive this benefit." For further information, visit 
http://www.stanleyaronowitz.org/. 
Brazil: Basic Income proposal adopted by the Senate 
On 17 December 2002, the Commission for Economic Affairs of the 
Brazilian Senate unanimously approved the proposal to introduce 
gradually a tax-exempted unconditional basic citizen's income in Brazil, 
starting in 2005 with those most in need. The federal government would 
be responsible for fixing its level according to the level of economic 
development and the budget possibilities. The proposal still needs to be 
examined by the Chamber of Deputies in the course of 2003. For further 
information, contact Senator Eduardo Matarazzo Suplicy 
at esuplicy@senado.gov.br. 
 
4. RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
  
CATALAN 
  
IGLESIAS FERNANDEZ Josˆ©. La Renda BˆÝsica a Catalunya. Barcelona: 
Editorial MediterrˆÝnia, "Politiques" 31, 2002, 342p. ISBN 84-8334-373-8 
(author: joseiglesias@wanadoo.es). 
Commissioned by Catalonia's left-wing Fundacio Bofill (www.fbofill.org), 
this thorough book by economist Jose Iglesias surveys the theoretical 
discussion on basic income and then focuses on what the author regards 
as the most promising version of basic income for Catalonia: an 
unconditional payment pitched at half the region's per capita gross 
disposable income, or a good EUR 500 per month, 10% of which would 
take the form of collective goods. Much of the funding would take the 
form of the abolition of some existing provisions, while the net cost, the 
author argues, is easily affordable. And the beneficial consequences, both 
economic and social, are well worth the price. 



 
NOGUERA, Jose A.  "A favor de la Renda Basica: per un debat rigoros i 
obert", Nous Horitzons 167, December 2002, pp. 44-47. 
Jose Iglesias's La Renda Basica a Catalunya (2002) advocates an 
ambitious or "strong" version of basic income, which he contrasts with the 
currently discussed "weak" models. According to Noguera, professor at 
Barcelona's Universidad Autonoma and active member of Spain's Red 
Renta Basica, Iglesias' proposal is politically unrealistic, as it assumes that 
the State can control for this purpose the distribution of the whole 
national product, and also assumes too easily that all existing social 
insurance schemes could be replaced by a basic income. 
 
NOGUERA, Jose A. "Sobre Renda Basica, esquerra i treball", Treball, 133, 
juliol 2002. 
This article "on basic income, the left and work" by BIEN member and 
Barcelona professor Jose Noguera returns to the basic income debate to 
which Treball, the magazine of Iniciativa per Catalunya-Verds (Catalonia's 
green-left party), has already devoted several dossiers. 
 
PORTA ABAD, Carme. "Un dret de la ciutadania", Ca la Dona, 38, maig 
2002. 
A brief presentation of the basic income proposal by a member of the 
Catalan Parliament in the most important magazine published by the 
feminist movement of Catalonia. 
ENGLISH 
  
BEHRENDT, Christina. At the Margins of the Welfare State: Social 
Assistance and the Alleviation of Poverty in Germany, Sweden and the 
United Kingdom. Aldershot: Ashgate, 2002, 258 p. ISBN: 0754619966 
(author: behrendt@guideo.fr). 
The persistence of poverty in advanced welfare states casts doubt on the 
fundamental operating procedures of income distribution and 
redistribution. What are the reasons for this apparent failure of the 
welfare state in alleviating poverty? Why are some countries more 
effective than others in this respect and what can explain these variations 
in effectiveness? Focusing on the basic safety net of the welfare state, this 
book offers a systematic analysis of the effectiveness of minimum income 
schemes in three highly developed welfare states and derives conclusions 
for political reforms. 
CLARK, Charles. The Basic Income Guarantee: Ensuring Progress and 
Prosperity in the 21st Century, 240 p. ISBN 1-904148-07-7 
(author: Cleiroch@aol.com). [Copies can be ordered on line from 
http://www.theliffeypress.com/new_page_5.htm.] 
Ireland is one of the few countries in which the idea of a universal basic 
income has been consistently discussed in recent years, in both academic 
and political circles. This is largely due to the action of the well-organised 
Justice Commission of the Conference of Religious of Ireland (CORI). 
Since the mid-90s, Charles M. A. Clark, a professor of Economics at St-



John's University (New York), is closely associated with CORI's initiatives. 
His new book on the subject appeared a few weeks after publication of the 
government's green paper on basic income, itself to a significant extent 
the outcome of years of lobbying by CORI. Clark's book focuses on a well-
documented basic income scenario for Ireland, taking as its point of  
departure CORI's earlier proposals and the normative principles it 
developed in earlier publications. The 'Celtic Tiger', Clark argues, should 
take the opportunity of an extraordinary economic upsurge to improve the 
prospects of social justice: a basic income would "promote the 
competitiveness of the Irish economy while at the same time reducing 
income inequality, eliminating poverty and promoting social inclusion and 
participation". The level of the  comprehensive basic income scheme he 
proposed would be about EUR 450 for every person aged 18 to 64, EUR 
180 for those younger, EUR 550 for those older. As a small but important 
complement to the basic income scheme, Clark's proposal includes a 
"social solidarity fund", designed to compensate low-income households 
that might be negatively affected by the reform. Through various 
adaptations of the tax-and-benefit system, the scenario could be 
implemented with a flat tax of 47.14%. The final 
chapters delineates various positive effects to be expected from such a 
reform and discusses possible alternatives. 
 
COX, Robert Henry, "Review of van R.J. van der Veen & L. Groot eds. 
Basic Income on the Agenda", inAmerican Political Science Review 96 (4), 
2002, pp. 873-874. 
A pretty extensive review of the collective volume that was largely based 
on BIEN's 1998 Amsterdam Congress. At the end of his painstaking 
reading, the author, a professor at the University of Oklahoma and author 
of a book on the Dutch welfare state, remains unconvinced: "As the 
debate over the future of Europe's welfare state progresses, the issue of 
basic income is likely to remain a peripheral topic with a dedicated, if 
ineffective, following". Thumbs are down on basic income in Oklahoma. 
 
GROOT, Loek. "Compensatory Justice and Basic Income", Journal of Social 
Philosophy 33 (1), 2002, pp. 144-161. 
A rigorous normative discussion of basic income by Dutch economist (and 
co-organiser of BIEN's 1998 Amsterdam congress) Loek Groot. 
 
NEILL, Jon R., "The political viability of a negative income tax", Social 
Choice and Welfare 18, 2001, pp. 747-757 (author: Department of 
Economics, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI 49008, USA, e-
mail: jon.neill@wmich.edu). 
According to Jon Neill, it is worth noting that a negative income tax (NIT) 
has never been mentioned as a possible solution to the current crisis of 
the American welfare state. In the late sixties, it was endorsed by 
prominent economists as an alternative way of tackling poverty, and it 
was at the core of Nixon's Family Assistance Plan. However, nowadays it 
seems that the public, the economists, and the politicians have lost faith 



in the potential of the NIT. The main explanation lies in the alleged work 
disincentive nature of the proposal: "our analysis, Neill writes, shows that 
under majority rule, the work disincentive from negative income taxation 
could be an impediment to its adoption". Hence, a majority of the 
electorate will prefer public provision of a good or an in-kind transfer 
(such as food stamps) to a cash transfer. Accordingly, in his concluding 
remarks Neill states that, despite its merits, the NIT "may not be a viable 
approach to fighting poverty and inequality". 
NOGUERA, Jose A.  "Some Prospects for a Basic Income Scheme in 
Spain", South European Society & Politics 6 (3), Winter 2001, pp. 83-102. 
 
Does a Basic Income have any chance in the context of Spain’Äôs welfare 
state? After reviewing the relationship between Basic Income and different 
welfare regimes, and the main features of Spanish social policy, the 
author addresses three issues: the specific problems of funding a Basic 
Income in Spain; the problem of the transition from contributory benefits 
to a Basic Income scheme; and the distributive effects of the reform. 
Because the bulk of Spain’Äôs social benefits are contributory, solving the 
second problem is crucial for the future of the proposal. 
VAN  DER LINDEN, Bruno. "Is Basic Income a Cure for Unemployment in 
Unionized Economies? A General Equilibrium Analysis", Annales 
d'ˆ©conomie et de statistique 66, 2002, pp. 81-106 (author:  IRES, 3 
Place Montesquieu, 1348 Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium, 
vanderlinden@ires.ucl.ac.be). 
 
What effect would a basic income scheme have on the equilibrium rate of 
unemployment in an economy in which wages are the outcome of 
bargaining between employers and Trade Unions? To  answer this 
question,  Bruno Van der Linden, director of Louvain University's Economic 
Research Centre (IRES), develops a dynamic general equilibrium model of 
a unionized economy where the State's budget has to be balanced in each 
period. Compared to a benchmark situation with unemployment 
insurance, it is shown that appropriately designed basic income schemes 
lower the steady-state unemployment rate. Moreover the dynamic 
adjustment induced by such reforms can be Pareto-improving, i.e. make 
some better off without making anyone else worse off. 
 
 
FINNISH 
  
MATTILA, Anita. "Tarvitaanko perustuloa? Suomalaisten kansalaistulo-, 
kansalaispalkka -ja perustulomallien teoreettinen analyysi" ["Is Basic 
Income Needed? A theoretical analysis of the Finnish models of citizen's 
income, citizen's wage and basic income"], University of Tampere: 
Department of Social Policy, July 2001, 232p. ISBN 952-91-4209-9 
(author: anitamattila@yahoo.com). 
In her doctoral dissertation, Anita Mattila provides a thorough critical 
examination of nine basic income proposals made in Finland by either 



individual scholars or political organisations. In the final part, she 
develops and explores two more models aimed to meet better the two 
underlying objectives: minimum subsistence for all and easy access to 
employment for those with a low earning power. 
 
FRENCH 
  
DE LA CROIX, David & VANDEUREN, Jean-Pierre. "Le programme 
economique de Vivant: entre utopie et realisme.",Regards economiques 
(Louvain-la-Neuve: IRES) 5, octobre 2002, pp. 1-9 (authors: 
delacroix@ires.ucl.ac.be; vandeuren@math.ucl.ac.be). [Download from 
http://regards.ires.ucl.ac.be.] 
 
In 1999, Belgium's political party "Vivant" reaped 2% of the national vote 
with a platform whose core consisted in an individual basic income of EUR 
500 funded by a massive increase in VAT and accompanied by the 
abolition of social security contributions and a reduction in the personal 
income tax. Economist David de la Croix and mathematician Jean-Pierre 
Vandeuren introduce a financially consistent version of this proposal in a 
computable general equilibrium model with overlapping generations. Their 
main conclusions are that the proposal is not only economically affordable 
but growth-inducing, and that it would come at the expense of the cohorts 
born prior to 1980. In their short comment ("Au travail!", pp. 10-11), 
political scientist Yannick Vanderborght and philosopher Philippe Van 
Parijs suggest that what the exercise really models is the replacement of a 
contribution-based earnings-related retirement scheme by a VAT-funded 
basic pension; and that the fact that the model operates with one 
representative household per generation prevents it from capturing the 
main redistributive shift a proposal such as Vivant's would induce, namely 
from one-adult to two-or-more-adults households. 
VERCELLONE, Carlo (ed.) Sommes-nous sortis du capitalisme industriel?, 
Paris: La Dispute, 2003, 352 p. ISBN: 2-84303-068-4 (editor: 
Carlo.Vercellone@univ-paris1.fr). 
Are we in the process of moving from industrial capitalism to a new stage 
that could be called cognitive capitalism? And, if so, what are the 
appropriate institutional responses? The third part of this volume by a set 
of (mainly) French critical economists is entirely devoted to basic income 
as a key element of a radical reform of the distribution of income. With 
contributions by Carlo Vercellone (University of Paris I), Yann Moullier-
Boutang (Institut d’Äôˆ©tudes politiques), Marc Heim (University of Paris 
I) and Rene Passet (honorary chairman of the advisory board of ATTAC-
France). 
 
GALICIAN 
  
RAVENTOS, Daniel. "Entrevista con Alexandre Carrodeguas", Tempos 
Novos 61, junio 2002. 
A discussion on  basic income between a Galician basic income activist 



and the chairman of the Spanish basic income network  published in the 
magazine of the left-nationalist Bloque Nacional Galego (BNG), the second 
force in Galicia's regional Parliament. 
 
RAVENTOS, Daniel. "A Renda Basica: Umha proposta singela e poderosa", 
A Nosa Terra, 1041, julio 2002. 
A brief plea for the "simple and powerful" basic income proposal by the 
chairman of Spain's basic income network. 
 
GERMAN 
  
HABERMAS, Jˆºrgen. "Warum braucht Europa eine Verfassung?", Die Zeit, 
29 Juni 2001, 24p. (download from the European University Institute, 
Robert Schuman Centre of Advanced Studies: 
http://www.iue.it/RSCAS/Research/Institutions/PolicyConstitutionReform.
shtml). 
What do we need the European Union for? Basically to regain the capacity 
to act which nation states are losing as a result of globalisation. Capacity 
to do what? Among other things, the capacity to compensate the losers 
from globabilisation: the short-term losers through retraining and 
transfers of limited duration; the long-term losers "for example through a 
negative income tax or other forms of basic income uncoupled from one's 
employment situation". Such redistributive programmes are not easy to 
implement because those who need to be compensated no longer belong 
to an industrial working class with a powerful veto power, and one will 
therefore increasingly have to rely on considerations of social justice. 
KNECHT, Alban. Buergergeld: Armut bekaempfen ohne Sozialhilfe. 
Negative Einkommensteuer, Kombilohn, Buergerarbeit und RMI als neue 
Wege, Bern: Haupt, 2002. 
 
A systematic exploration of various alternatives to social assistance: 
Friedman's negative income tax, the US earned income tax credit, BIEN's 
unconditional basic income, Ulrich Beck's paid citizen's work 
(Buergerarbeit) and France's minimum insertion income (RMI). 
 
SPANISH 
  
DE FRANCISCO, Andres  & RAVENTOS, Daniel, "Republicanismo y renta 
basica", Veualternativa 192, 1 July 2002. 
 
Republicanism, characterised by freedom as non-domination, demands 
institutional devices which enable individuals to successfully pursue their 
life plans. By establishing a universal and unconditional right to existence, 
basic income fits perfectly within this perspective, according to the 
authors of this article in the electronic magazine of Esquerra Unida i 
Alternativa (Catalonia's left coalition). 
 
MARTINEZ, Francisco Jose ed., La Renta Basica, special issue of Revista 



internacional de filosofia politica (Madrid & Mexico) 19, julio 2002, pp. 5-
107 & 181-4. 
 
A substantive set of essays coordinated by Francisco Martinez, professor 
of philosophy at UNED (Madrid), under the general title "basic income". 
After an introduction by Martinez (on globalization and redistribution), it 
includes papers by Agustin Moran (CAES, Madrid) mostly on the 
development of EU-level social and employment policy; by Manolo Saez 
Bayona (Baladre) mostly on the development of grassroot movements 
struggling against poverty and unemployment; by Jose Iglesias 
(Barcelona) on the implementation of his "strong" basic income model; 
and by Ruben Lo Vuolo on the relevance of a citizen's income for the 
struggle against poverty in Latin America; and later in the issue an 
interview with Philippe Van Parijs (Louvain) on "basic income and 
globalisation". With the exception of the pieces by Lo Vuolo and, to some 
extent, Martinez, these are less scholarly essays than intellectual support 
for struggles in progress, with the virtues of vividness and commitment 
but also with the defect of some rashness or conceptual confusion (not 
easy to make sense, for example, of the assertion that a basic income 
"has been implemented, in the form of a negative income tax, by Clinton 
and Tony Blair" (p.19). Given the size and sophistication of the 
philosophical discussion generated by the basic income proposal, it is 
rather surprising that so little of it can be found in this special issue of a 
journal of political philosophy. Useful food for thought nonetheless for 
those who want to provide their day-to-day struggle with an horizon that 
makes sense. 
 
 
RAVENTOS, Daniel, Entrevista realizada por Victor M. Amela, La 
Vanguardia 13 September 2002. [Download from 
http://www.lavanguardia.es/web/20020913/31721866.] 
 
An interview with the chairman of Spain's basic income network on the 
occasion of BIEN's Geneva congress, published in Catalonia's main 
newspaper. 
 
REY PEREZ Jose Luis. La Propuesta del ingreso basico: concepto y 
problemas de fundamentacion. Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, Instituto 
universitario de derechos humanos Bartolome de las Casas, Tesina de 
doctorado (dir.: Prof. F.J. Ansuategui Roig), Julio 2002, 215p. (author: 
jlrey@der.upco.es). 
 
A critical survey of alternative foundations of basic income as a 
background for a discussion of whether there is a human right to a basic 
income. 
VAN DER VEEN, Robert, GROOT, Loek & LO VUOLO, Ruben (eds.), La  
Renta Basica en la agenda. Objetivos y posibilidades del ingreso 
ciudadano, Buenos Aires: CIEPP & Red Renta Basica, 2002. 



 
A major new source to the basic income discussion in Spanish, published 
through the collaboration of the Buenos-Aires-based "Research Centre on 
Public Policy" (CIEPP) and the Barcelona-based Red renta basica. Prefaced 
by Finland's green leader and former social policy minister Osmo 
Soininvaara, it includes some of the contributions included in Basic 
Income on the Agenda (van der Veen &  Groot (eds.), Amsterdam 
University Press, 2000), authored by Jan-Otto Andersson, Paul de Beer, 
Chantal Euzéby, Sean Healy, Stefan Lessenich, Joachim Mitschke, Fritz 
Scharpf, Frank Vandenbroucke, Yannick Vanderborght and Philippe Van 
Parijs. It also includes new contributions of particular relevance to Spain 
and Latin America, by Daniel Raventos, Alberto Barbeito, Ruben Lo Vuolo 
and Eduardo Suplicy). 
 
VAN PARIJS, Philippe. Hacia una concepcion de la justicia social global. 
Edicion a cargo de Jorge Giraldo Ramirez, Medellin (Colombia): Fundacion 
Confiar & Escuela Nacional Sindical, 148p. ISBN 958-33-3795-1 (editor: 
JGiraldo2@comfama.com.co). 
 
A booklet published on the occasion of Philippe Van Parijs's visit to 
Medellin for the 25th anniversary of the Escuela Nacional Sindical, a 
nation-wide educational institution for Trade Union officers and activists. 
The first two essays are devoted to the relationship between national and 
global justice and to linguistic justice, respectively. But the third one 
("Renta basica: una idea simple y poderosa para el siglo XXI"), a revised 
version of the background paper for BIEN's Berlin congress, is meant as a 
brief and systematic introduction to basic income. 
 
 
5. MORE ABOUT BIEN 
  
BIEN's Executive Committee 
  
Ilona Ostner (iostner@gwdg.de), co-chair 
Guy Standing (guystanding@compuserve.com), co-chair 
Alexander de Roo MEP (aderoo@europarl.eu.int), treasurer 
Claus Offe (coffe@sowi.hu-berlin.de),  research coordinator 
Philippe Van Parijs (vanparijs@etes.ucl.ac.be), secretary (with support 
from Yannick Vanderborght) 
Jurgen De Wispelaere (j.de-wispelaere@lse.ac.uk), BIENOnline web 
manager 
Ingrid Van Niekerk (ivanniekerk@epri.org.za), overseas officer 
David Casassas (casassas@eco.ub.es), 2004 conference organiser 
  
Honorary Committee Members 
  
Edwin Morley-Fletcher (m-fletcher@cnel.it) 
Robert J. van der Veen (vanderveen@warwick.ac.uk) 



Walter Van Trier (Walter.VanTrier@hiva.kuleuven.ac.be) 
Steven Quilley (steve.quilley@ucd.ie) 
  
Recognised National Networks 
  
IRELAND - BIEN Ireland 
Coordinator: John Baker 
Equality Studies Centre 
University College Dublin 
Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland 
Tel.: +353-1-716 8365 
Fax: +353-1-716 1171 
E-mail: John.Baker@ucd.ie 
  
NETHERLANDS - Vereniging Basinkomen 
Coordinator: Emiel Schaefer’Ä¶fer 
Elisabeth Wolffstraat 96-B 
1053 TX Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
Tel.: 020-6799940 
Fax: 020-6799940 
E-mail: basic.income@wxs.nl 
Website : www.basisinkomen.nl 
  
SWITSERLAND - BIEN Switzerland 
President: Andras November 
E-mail: andras.november@iued.unige.ch 
Website: www.makessense.ch/basicincome/ 
  
SPAIN - Red Renta Basica 
President: Daniel Raventos 
Universitat de Barcelona 
Departament de Teoria Sociologica 
Avda. Diagonal 690, 08034 Barcelona, Spain 
Tel.: +34.93.402.90.59 
Fax: +34.93.322.65.54 
E-mail: secretaria@redrentabasica.org 
Website: www.redrentabasica.org 
  
UK - Citizen's Income Study Centre 
Director: Malcolm Torry 
Citizens Income Trust, P.O. Box 26586, 
London SE3 7WY, United Kingdom. 
Tel.: 44-20-8305 1222 
Fax: 44-20-8305 9944 
E-mail: info@citizensincome.org 
Website: www.citizensincome.org 
  



BIENOnline - Statistics 
  
From this NewsFlash onwards we will report some key statistics 
about the usage of BIENOnline. 
  
Total Hits - With a total number of 8044 hits in 2002, BIEN's web 
site usage has increased four-fold in four years time (first statistics 
available from 1999). During the last two months BIENOnline had an 
average of 577 hits a month, which reflects a constant mild increase 
of usage throughout 2002 (leaving aside the period immediately 
before and after the BIEN Conference). 
  
Origins of users - The bulk of BIENOnline users originate from 
Europe (59%), with Belgium, Spain, the UK, France and Germany 
topping the list. Next we have a significant drop with 15% of users 
residing in the US and 4% in Latin-America. The remaining 20% 
are quite evenly spread around the world.   
  
BIENOnline Search Engine - A total of 101 searches were carried out 
on the BIENOnline Search Engine (top 5 search terms include: "basic 
income", "experiment", "claus offe", "books", "back door"). 
  
BIENArchive Search Engine - A total of 22 searches were carried out 
on the BIENArchive Search Engine (top 5 search terms include: 
"academic theses", "anne alstott", "hungary", "austria", 
"christensen"). We expect hits on this search engine to pick up 
considerably when the BIENArchive section is fully developed. 
  
BIEN'S Life Members 
  
Link to http://www.etes.ucl.ac.be/BIEN/BIEN/Join.htm to find out how to 
become a Life Member of BIEN 
  
James Meade (+), Gunnar Adler-Karlsson (SE), Maria Ozanira da Silva (BR), Ronald Dore 
(UK), Alexander de Roo (NL), Edouard Dommen (CH), Philippe Van Parijs (BE), P.J. 
Verberne (NL), Tony Walter (UK), Philippe Grosjean (BE),Malcolm Torry (UK),  NN 
(Geneva, CH), Andrew Williams (UK), Roland Duchatelet (BE), Manfred Fuellsack (AT), 
Anne-Marie Prieels (BE), Philippe Desguin (BE), Joel Handler (US), Sally Lerner (CA), 
David Macarov (IL), Paul Metz (NL), Claus Offe (DE), Guy Standing (CH), Hillel Steiner 
(UK), Werner Govaerts (BE), Robley George (US), Yoland Bresson (FR), Richard Hauser 
(DE), Eduardo Matarazzo Suplicy (BR), Jan-Otto Andersson (FI),Ingrid Robeyns (UK), 
John Baker (IE), Rolf Kuettel (CH), Michael Murray (US), Carlos Farinha Rodrigues (PT), 
Yann Moulier Boutang (FR), Joachim Mitschke (DE), Rik van Berkel (NL), Francois Blais 
(CA), Katrin Toens (DE), NN (New York, US), G’ÅÑrard Degrez (BE), Michael Opielka 
(DE), Lena Lavinas (BR), Julien Dubouchet (CH), Jeanne Hrdina (CH), Joseph Huber 
(DE), Markku Ikkala (FI),  Luis Moreno (ES), Rafael Pinilla (ES), Graham Taylor (UK), W. 



Robert Needham (CA), Tom Borsen Hansen (DK), Ian Murray (US), Peter Molgaard 
Nielsen (DK), Fernanda Rodrigues (PT), Helmut Pelzer (DE), Rod Dobell (CA), Walter Van 
Trier (BE), Loek Groot (NL), Andrea Fumagalli (IT), Bernard Berteloot (FR), Jean-Pierre 
Mon (FR), Angelika Krebs (DE), Ahmet Insel (FR), Alberto Barbeito (AR), Ruben Lo Vuolo 
(AR), Manos Matsaganis (GR), Jos’ÅÑ Iglesias Fernandez (ES), Daniel Eichler (DE), 
Cristovam Buarque (BR), Michael Lewis (US), Clive Lord (UK), Jean Morier-Genoud (FR), 
Eri Noguchi (US), Michael Samson (ZA), Ingrid van Niekerk (ZA), Karl Widerquist (US), Al 
Sheahen (US), Christopher Balfour (AND), Jurgen De Wispelaere (UK), Wolf-Dieter Just 
(DE), Zsuzsa Ferge (HU), Paul Friesen (CA), Nicolas Bourgeon (FR), Marja A. Pijl (NL), 
Matthias Spielkamp (DE), Fr’ÅÑd’ÅÑric Jourdin (FR), Daniel Raventos (ES), Andres 
Hernandez (CO), Guido Erreygers (BE), Alain Tonnet (BE), Stephen C. Clark (US), 
Wolfgang Mundstein (AT), Evert Voogd (NL), Frank Thompson (US), Lieselotte 
Wohlgenannt (AT), Jose Luis Rey Perez (ES), Jos’ÅÑ Antonio Noguera (ES), Esther 
Brunner (CH), Irv Garfinkel (US), Claude Macquet (BE), Bernard Guibert (FR), Margit 
Appel (AT), Simo Aho (FI), Francisco Ramos Martin (ES), Brigid Reynolds (IE), Sean 
Healy (IE), Maire Mullarney (IE), Patrick Lovesse (CH), Jean-Paul Zoyem (FR), GianCarlo 
Moiso (IT), Martino Rossi (CH), Pierre Herold (CH), Steven Shafarman (US), Leonardo 
Fernando Cruz Basso (BR), Wolfgang Strenmann-Kuhn (DE), Anne Glenda Miller (UK), 
Lowell Manning (NZ), Dimitris Ballas (GR), Gilberte Ferri’àÇre (BE), Louise Haagh (DK), 
Michael Howard (US), Simon Wigley (TR), Erik Christensen (DK), David Casassas (ES), 
Paul Nollen (BE), Vriend(inn)en Basisinkomen (NL) [127]. 
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